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We, the member congregations 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity 
of every person. 

 Justice, equity and compassion 
in human relations. 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth 
in our congregations. 

 A free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. 

 The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in 
society at large. 

 The goal of world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all.  

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Sussex County 

Feb. 7: Questions – Lawyer and educator James Ryan 

suggests that certain times call for certain questions. Led by 

Mary Tiebout.  

 

Feb. 14:  Florence Price – First African-American woman 

composer to have a composition played by a major symphony 

orchestra. Lay-led by Jerry Sattin.   

 

Feb. 21: The Eight Pillars of Caste – Reflections on selected 

chapters from Isabel Wilkerson’s book, Caste. Led by Mary 

Tiebout. 

 

Feb. 28: Spiritual Insights from Our Travels – Lay-led by 

Barbara Kelly. 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES are VIRTUAL, on Google 

Meet, every Sunday from 10:30 – 11:15 am. JOIN  

with GOOGLE MEET: 

meet.google.com/kww-ugyh-spj 
Or join by phone: 

(US) +1 413-679-2794 PIN: 139 523 137# 

 
 

THE QUEST is the monthly newsletter of the UUFSC. For the most up-

to-date information, visit www.uunewtonnj.org. Our phone number is 

973-579-7210. For the time being, all our services will be virtual. 
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ALONG THE PATH… 
 

Dear Friends, 

At our online New Jersey UU ministers’ meeting last week, we were 

given the opportunity to reflect on the question of what grounds us 

during this time. Our answers ranged from solitude to family zoom 

calls, dancing, cooking, watching movies on TV, reading, cleaning and 

other quiet stay-at-home activities. Though I did think briefly about 

how happy I am now that I can make stromboli, what I said to the group 

was this: what is grounding for me is our Sunday mornings together, 

and especially the Sundays that have followed a week of terrible or overwhelming national news. 

Like a lot of Sundays this year. It just seems that for about 45 minutes we feel like we’re part of 

something greater than our small uncertain selves. Whether we’re speaking or listening, we’re on 

the firm ground of being together, reaching toward greater understanding and higher purpose, and 

joined by true feelings of appreciation, or maybe more, maybe it’s that we cherish each other, that 

we feel that every person in our group brings unique and amazingly beautiful gifts to our gatherings 

and to our quarantined winter lives.  

In addition to being with you on Sundays, I have been grateful for the online discussions we’ve had 

regarding the proposed UUA 8th Principle. And here I apologize to you and to our co-leaders, Susan 

and Dennis, for advertising that we would meet in January and here it is, Quest time, and we 

haven’t met because January has been just too much news, too much of a feeling that we were all 

on high alert, and no clear place to think and plan and do this important work together. But we will 

meet in February, and our topic will be the proposed 8th Principle itself. Dates and times will be 

announced via email soon. 

And perhaps soon we will receive the vaccines, and perhaps soon we will have confidence in our 

government and greater trust in our neighbors, especially those who have now taken down their 5x8 

foot signs. Perhaps we will have 6 more weeks of winter, no more and no less, with enough snow to 

blanket the sleeping ground.  

And most certainly we will keep the faith together. 

With great thanks and warm winter blessings to you all… 

Mary T. 

 

UUFSC SUPERMARKET GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

Please call or email Hal Cohen for your $50 or $100 supermarket gift cards each month. Help the 

Fellowship earn 5% of each card purchased directly from the store, at no cost to you. Thanks!  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear members and friends,  

I am taking a moment from the Inauguration Day activities to write this letter. I need a break from 

wiping tears from my eyes. They are tears of joy, but also tears of exhaustion. The 

past few years have been difficult for our nation.  I don’t know about you, but the 

pandemic, the political divide of our country, the financial precariousness of the 

economy, the blatant racism, and the destructive extremist nationalism in our country 

have left me feeling tired, worn out, and emotionally raw.   

It is times like these that I turn to the well-known words of Emily Dickinson: 

Hope is the thing with feathers. 

That perches in the soul 

And sings the tune without the words. 

And never stops. 

At all. 

 

Despite all the obstacles that this country is facing, I have hope because I believe that we have an 

opportunity to have a new beginning. New beginnings are real morale boosters. One of the reasons 

that I love being in education is that it has a new beginning built into every year. When the new 

school year starts, everyone is buoyant with the promise it presents. As I was watching the 

inauguration, that same sense of optimism and resilience came over me. Our country is having a 

new beginning. And new beginnings give me hope “that perches in the soul.”   

So, I guess my only message is that there IS something to be thankful for. The new beginning that 

is being undertaken by the new administration brings me hope. My wish for all of you is that you 

feel that sense of hope too. To paraphrase Nellie Thornbush from “South Pacific,” I’m a cockeyed 

optimist.  Well, really a realistic cockeyed optimist. I do not believe that all our ills will be instantly 

resolved, and some maybe not at all, but I do believe in the power of new beginnings to bring about 

change.   

Happy New Beginning! 

In fellowship, 

Jeff 

                      MILESTONE 
 
 

Conor Finley will be turning 18  

on February 10th!  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

Our next monthly meeting is February 11th at 2 PM. A Google Meet invitation will be sent to all 

committee members close to the meeting date. 

Upcoming Events 

Racial Justice Gala online this March 5th, 7 – 8:30 PM.  This is the only annual fundraising event 

for the efforts of UU FaithAction’s Criminal Justice, Reproductive Justice, Gun Violence 

Prevention, Immigration Justice, Environmental Justice, and Economic 

Justice Task Forces.  Register for this event by visiting the UU NJ 

FaithAction website:  https://www.uufaithaction.org.  Additionally, 

UUFSC is donating an Environmental Justice Gift Basket for auction at 

the event.  Bidding for gift baskets starts online at the UUNJ FaithAction 

website mid-February.  Registration for the Gala will continue through 

March 3rd. 

Postcard Event: Hold Polluters Accountable for Damages. At our 

January meeting we heard from guest speaker Lauren O’Brien, the NJ 

director of Pay Up Climate Polluters. She is inviting us to participate now 

in this postcard effort urging Governor Murphy and Attorney General 

Grewal to file a lawsuit on behalf of the state against major fossil fuel 

companies for lying and deceiving us about the realities of climate change 

for decades. This campaign asks polluters to pay their fair share of 

climate resilience costs that fall solely on taxpayers. Five states and 19 other communities have 

already filed suit. If you fill out this ORDER FORM by February 12th, you will receive a sheet of 

5 postcards and an invitation to an online "postcard party" in early March to send them out. For 

further information, please contact Lauren O'Brien, NJ Director, at payupnjpolluters@gmail.com. 

In Our Own Backyard. The Tennessee Gas Pipeline has filed an application to expand its East 

300 fracked gas compressor station in Wantage. An online town hall informational session will be 

held on Feb. 4th at 7 PM. Register for this free event at http://fwwat.ch/TGP to learn about the 

environmental devastation that residents in the vicinity will suffer if this project is approved and 

how to prevent it from happening. 

 

 

 

 

AT THE UUFSC, OUR SERVICES REFLECT the diversity of our members' interests and the spirit of the third and 

fourth principles of Unitarian Universalism listed in the affirmation on page one. We are prepared to hear 

opinions with which we do not agree. We are prepared to hear ideas based on spiritual intuition or 

supernatural faith. We are prepared to hear the theories and provisional truths of today's physical, 

psychological, social, and political sciences. We try to maintain an ecumenical balance in our Sunday 

morning services. Our aim is to represent, over time and through differing views, the sincere beliefs and 

aspirations of all members of our congregation.  

We try to encourage the full participation of everyone without regard to age, class, color, differences in 

physical or mental ability, gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religious 

background or sexual orientation. 
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Don’t forget our SHOPWITHSCRIP gift card 

program. UUFSC gets rebates of up to 13% 

on gift cards from more than 750 well-

known merchants.  

If you have questions, please contact Sue 

Weiner, or Hal Cohen if Sue isn’t available. 
 

 
 

 

 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
Minister: Rev. Mary Tiebout 

President: Jeff Wallis 

Vice-President: Marilyn Chapman 

Treasurer: Hal Cohen 

Secretary: Susan Felsen 

QUEST Editors: Richard Goffman, Susan Weiner 
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