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We, the member congregations 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity 
of every person. 

 Justice, equity and compassion 
in human relations. 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth 
in our congregations. 

 A free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. 

 The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in 
society at large. 

 The goal of world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all.  

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Sussex County 

Nov. 29: All Genders are Whole, Holy, and 

Good—led by Mary Tiebout. 

Dec. 6: All Genders are Whole, Holy, and Good 

Follow-up—led by Hal Cohen. 

Dec. 13: Love is Love—led by Mary Tiebout. 

Dec. 20: Finding the Light: Celebration of the 

Winter Solstice—led by Mary Tiebout. 

Dec. 27: Loving Relationships That Have 

Changed Our Lives—stories shared by 

members and friends of the Fellowship. 

Jan. 3: COVID Memorial Service. 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES are VIRTUAL, on Google 

Meet, every Sunday from 10:30 – 11:15 am. See 

details on next page. 

THE QUEST is the monthly newsletter of the UUFSC. For the most 

up-to-date information, visit www.uunewtonnj.org. Our phone 

number is 973-579-7210.. For the time being, all our services will be 

virtual. 
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LUNCH BUNCH BRUNCH 

December 3, 10 a.m. 

For years, we have enjoyed our festive December Lunch Bunch at the Black 

Forest Restaurant, always grateful to Mike Bengis for making arrangements. This 

year, we’ll meet online and at an earlier time, hoping that more people will be 

able to participate. So, bring your tea and scones to your table and join us for a 

special holiday brunch conversation. An announcement with sign-in information 

will be sent by Nov. 30. 

 

DECEMBER DISCUSSIONS: 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF MALCOLM X 

After a meaningful first round of conversations centered on the awareness of race in 

our early years, we move now to a discussion of The Autobiography of Malcolm X, 

by Alex Haley and Malcolm X. We will send out a detailed announcement by Dec. 

6th with excerpts from the book that will form the framework of our conversations 

which you’re invited to join on either Tuesday, Dec. 15, or Saturday, Dec. 19, at 

10am. You can let us know which group you’d like to attend by responding to that 

message. 

 

UUFSC SUNDAY SERVICE INFORMATION 

10:30-11:15 am 

Weekly on Sunday 

 

JOIN OUR VIRTUAL GATHERING 

with GOOGLE MEET: 

meet.google.com/kww-ugyh-spj 
Or join by phone: 

(US) +1 413-679-2794 PIN: 139 523 137# 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

Next Zoom Meeting: The UUFSC Social Action Team will 

meet at 2 - 2:40 p.m. on Thursday, December 10th.  All members 

will be sent the link a day or two beforehand.  We will be 

discussing what we learned at the Faith Action Fall Conference 

and concerns members bring to the group. 



 3 

ALONG THE PATH… 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

For a variety of reasons, some of the notorious sayings of Yogi Berra have been on my mind this week. 

I’ve always liked the decisiveness of “When you come to a fork in the road, take it.” Yogi’s 1959 critique 

of a popular restaurant, “Nobody goes there anymore. It’s too crowded,” could be the word of today. 

When the results of the presidential election were declared, we exhaled our relief saying “It’s over.” Now, 

two weeks later, we hear Yogi whispering in our ear, “It ain’t over til it’s over.” 

There are two ways of looking at Yogi’s statement of simple logic. It can be a word of hope that 

something good, something wanted, like a dream, will last. In The Yogi Book: “I Really Didn’t Say 

Everything I Said!” (1998), Yogi provides the context for his famous quotes. For “It ain’t over…” he says, 

“That was my answer to a reporter when I was managing the New York Mets in July 1973. We were about 

nine games out of first place. We went on to win the division.” 

In these days when numbers of COVID cases and deaths have sharply increased, when the closing of 

businesses and schools seems inevitable, and events planned for the coming spring are now in question, 

we might look at Yogi’s words from the other side. “It ain’t over ‘til it’s over” can be a word of 

endurance, resilience, patience, or gloom – that something dreadful, something feared, a nightmare, has 

not yet ended. It’s still not over. Will it ever be over? 

Many of us felt a great wave of relief when the AP determined, on Nov. 7th, that Joe Biden won the 

election, but in the two weeks since that announcement, we’ve been living in the aftermath, the questioned 

results, the claims of fraud, the truthless speeches, the fear that our founders’ dream, democracy, is in 

grave danger. It is difficult to live through these times of longing for the days after, those days that we 

would recognize, the days when we might again feel safe and free.  

Yogi said, “The future ain’t what it used to be.” About that phrase he said, “I just meant that times are 

different. Not necessarily better or worse. Just different.”  And he was speaking about his beloved wife, 

Carmen, when he said, “We have a good time together, even when we’re not together.” 

Family zoom meetings, phone calls, masked interchanges at the store. It’s the best we can do, and it is 

something that makes a difference. “We have a good time together, even when we’re not together.” That’s 

what it feels like to be with you on Sundays and in our smaller group meetings and board meetings. Even 

when we address difficult topics, we feel that we are building something, lifting up a vision, remembering 

the dream. Even when we’re just thinking about each other, we appreciate each 

other’s company in spirit. It’s good to be together, even when we cannot meet 

in person.  

My hope for us all, as we find our way into both unusual and familiar 

celebrations of this holiday season, is that we will be guided by love’s bright 

star until we arrive at better days.  

Winter blessings, great thanks and love, 

Mary   
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A MESSAGE FROM 

THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear UUFSC friends,  

At the November meeting, the UUFSC Board voted to keep our Sunday services online 

through May of 2021.  As the news keeps informing us, the concern about the pandemic is not 

abating and it only seems prudent to keep our services online until it is clearly safe to meet in 

person.  This decision is also in line with the guidelines from the Unitarian Universalist 

Association—the national UU organization.  Attendance at the Sunday online services continues to 

be strong which indicates that we are still able to make a meaningful spiritual 

connection.  And we have even had a few wonderful “surprise” visits from 

members and friends who have moved away, but because of the availability of 

the online services, have been able to rejoin us.  It has been great to have them 

among us again.  I find great comfort in knowing we can gather each week—

even if online. 

As the holiday season approaches, I find that I am struggling to get into 

the spirit as the pandemic rages around us. Too, I am thinking about how 

different the holiday season will be this year. One bit of advice I read recently 

suggested identifying those traditions (e.g., decorating for the holidays, driving 

around to see the lights on houses, making special dishes for a holiday) that can still happen just as 

they always have.  Hal and I love to get a Christmas tree with neighborhood friends, and we plan on 

continuing to do that this year.  We will bring some hot chocolate, wear the Santa hats, but we will 

also be wearing masks and staying 6 feet apart—a small price to pay to keep a favorite tradition 

going.  Start thinking about what you love to do during the holidays that you can still do—and then 

make some plans!    

In this vein, we will continue an annual UUFSC holiday tradition of the winter solstice 

celebration—but online.  Please make plans to join this special event, Finding the Light: 

Celebration of the Winter Solstice, which will happen during our regularly scheduled Sunday 

service on December 20th at 10:30 a.m. 

With heartfelt wishes for a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season,    

 

Jeff   

 

 

MILESTONES 

A very special couple will mark a very special milestone on December 15. 

Bill and Mary Bennett will celebrate their 64th wedding anniversary. 

All love and congratulations to two beautiful people. 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

‘Tis the season of giving – don’t forget the Fellowship. 

 

Here are two ways that don’t cost you a penny – but they raise funds for UUFSC: 

 

1. Supermarket Gift Cards. As you prepare any festive meals for the holidays, pay for your 

groceries with a Supermarket Gift Card.  This program gives UUFSC 5% for every gift card 

you buy – and you get the full face value of the card to spend at ShopRite, Stop and Shop, or 

Weis.  We typically raise $1500-$1700/year, but we need your participation!  Contact Hal 

Cohen (see contact list). 

 

2. Our new ShopWithScrip Program.  This exciting new program provides rebates to 

UUFSC of up to 13% when you purchase gift cards from over 750 well known merchants!  

Use this to buy your holiday gifts or gift cards for the special people on your list.  Check it 

out in the article in the September Quest or at ShopWithScrip.com.  Questions?  Contact 

Sue Weiner or Hal Cohen (see contact list).  

Note:  If you are shopping on Amazon, get a double “bang for the buck.”  Buy a gift card 

(which generates a 2.25% rebate to UUFSC).  Then use that gift card to buy your item 

through UUFSC’s Amazon Smile program, which will generate an additional 0.5% 

rebate! 

Here are two ways to get in the holiday spirit while raising funds. 

 

1. Sign up BY DEC. 3rd for Jeff and Hal’s “Twelve Tastes of Christmas Virtual 

Cocktail Party” on Dec. 13. (Details on the following page.) There are still a few places 

left! Delicious food and great fellowship!  

 

2. Offer your own Mini-Fling events. Contact Sue Weiner (see contact list) and she will 

publicize your offering.  Some ideas might be: 

a. A virtual/Zoom Christmas caroling event; 

b. A craft item that you would make that would be a nice Holiday Gift; 

c. A tray of Holiday cookies/baked goods; 

d. What creative ideas can you come up with? 

 

And since with our virtual services we don’t pass the basket for weekly donations, you might 

consider writing a check to UUFSC to replace the amount you would have contributed each 

Sunday. (Send to Hal Cohen.) 

 

Thanks for all your support of the Fellowship in this difficult Covid time! Our “Blessed 

Community” is certainly something we can be grateful for! 
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Join Hal and Jeff and your UUFSC friends in a holiday 

celebration—in the time of COVID. Twelve festive cocktail party 

treats (e.g., prosciutto wrapped asparagus, sweet potato cakes w/ 

sour cream, cranberry meatballs, salmon pinwheels, cookies and 

sweets) will be packaged for easy take out. Pick up your gift bag 

of food* at the Fellowship any 

time between 3:00-4:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, December 13, and then 

go home and join the fun 

online. There will be music, 

games, and a lot of holiday 

spirit. Everyone will provide 

their own drinks.  
 

*  Food will not require immediate refrigeration 

but can be refrigerated for later consumption 

within 2-3 days.  Special arrangements can be 

made for those who are unable to get to the 

Fellowship to pick up their goodies. 

      
 

 

 

The 12 Tastes 
of Christmas:  

A Virtual 
Cocktail Party-to-go! 

Hosted by Jeff and Hal 
Sun., Dec. 13, 2020 

5:00-6:30 p.m. 
Pick-up food at the Fellowship 

between 3:00-4:00 p.m. same day. 
Donation: $50 per person. 

RSVP by Dec. 3. 
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Throughout December, we will continue our annual "Guest at Your Table" collection to 

support the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s work to advance human rights in the United 

States and around the globe. This year’s theme is “The Meaning of Home.”  UUSC works in more 

than 20 countries, with over 60 grassroots partners. Its partners in Central America are working to 

make sure no one is forced to flee their home due to violence or economic devastation. Its partners 

in Alaska, Louisiana, and the Pacific are fighting for their homes and ancestral lands against the 

ravages of extractive industries and climate change. Its partners in Burma, Bangladesh, and beyond 

are working tirelessly to support the rights of the Rohingya ethnic minority of Burma after facing 

government-backed genocide in their homeland. 

This year the UUSC has set up a special donation webpage specifically for our Fellowship.  

Just go to https://donate.uusc.org/UUFSC to donate online using a credit or debit card or PayPal.  

Just click the DONATE button.  (Do NOT choose “Join a Team.”)  For those who prefer to 

contribute by check, please mail your check before January 1 to our Guest at Your Table 

Coordinator Jeri Doherty (see Member List for Jeri’s address).  Checks should be made out to 

UUSC (NOT UUFSC). 

Gifts of $150 or more from a family or individual will be doubled through a matching 

grant from the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, N.Y. 

As UU’s, we can all be extremely proud of this amazing international service organization 

which is widely recognized around the globe.  As members of this Fellowship, we can take 

particular pride in our history of outstanding support for UUSC.  
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
Minister: Rev. Mary Tiebout 

Dir. of Religious Education: Lauren Jones-Rabbitt  

President: Jeff Wallis 

Vice-President: Marilyn Chapman 

Treasurer: Hal Cohen 

Secretary: Susan Felsen 

QUEST Editors: Richard Goffman, Susan Weiner 

 

UUers celebrate the successful 

process of American democracy 

on the Newton Green, after 

Election Day 2020.  
🇺🇸🇺🇸🇺🇸🇺🇸🇺🇸 
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