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We, the member congregations 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity 
of every person. 

 Justice, equity and compassion 
in human relations. 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth 
in our congregations. 

 A free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. 

 The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in 
society at large. 

 The goal of world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all.  

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Sussex County 

Jan. 3: COVID Memorial Service – Lay-led 

service. 

Jan. 10:  Reclamation and Relief – A service 

about naming and lifting the burdens we and 

others carry, led by Mary Tiebout. 

Jan. 17:  The Healing Power of Film – Lay-led 

by Johanna Evans. 

Jan. 24: Restoration – A service about 

recovering and rebuilding – our lives, our land,  

led by Mary Tiebout. 

Jan. 31:  Of Pigs, Snails, and Octopuses: The 

Comfort of Animals – Lay-led by Jeff Wallis. 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES are VIRTUAL, on Google 

Meet, every Sunday from 10:30 – 11:15 am. JOIN  

with GOOGLE MEET: 

meet.google.com/kww-ugyh-spj 
Or join by phone: 

(US) +1 413-679-2794 PIN: 139 523 137# 

 
 

THE QUEST is the monthly newsletter of the UUFSC. For the most up-

to-date information, visit www.uunewtonnj.org. Our phone number is 

973-579-7210. For the time being, all our services will be virtual. 

©2021 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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ALONG THE PATH… 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

 

It was early morning on Dec. 19th when I took this photo. There’s a place in one of the small 

windows on our double front doors where the solstice sunrise lines up, each year, with our sleepy 

wintering weeping cherry tree. I think about people way up north who wait for the sun’s return. A 

program I saw recently on PBS showed how polar bears woke to the first rays of sun and made their 

way toward life-filled waters, crossing dangerous snowy terrain on the way. Polar bears, wolves, 

birds awake, in motion, knowing that the sun and the new season means that life will be abundant 

for a while. 

 

It could be that every day we experience the weight of worry and loss, of sadness and uncertainty 

and that here and there, we catch a glimpse of light. This light could be a memory of a person or 

place, an example of our shared greater humanity in one whose courage inspires us, or the hope that 

a clear voice in the wilderness will sing, shout or whisper what we need to hear, a call to our hearts 

to “be swift to love.” 

 

With deep gratitude for your 

magnificent generous caring hearts, 

and in anticipation of changes that 

might lift a long-carried burden from 

us and from our land, I give you all 

my greatest thanks for creating and 

sustaining our Fellowship, this 

beautiful circle of humanity that 

reaches far beyond us in ways we 

might not even imagine. 

 

I wish you all comfort and joy! 

 

 

Mary   
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A MESSAGE FROM 

THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear UUFSC members and friends, 

 

Despite the promise of newly approved vaccines, the devastating effects of COVID-19 

continue unabated. As of this writing, over 300,000 U.S. citizens have lost their 

lives to the virus, and the numbers worldwide are an even more staggering 1.7 

million. The damaging emotional and economic toll that has been inflicted on 

individuals, families, businesses, and countries was unimaginable a year ago. 

Because of the circumstances related to the pandemic, we are experiencing the 

disruption of uncertainty. Each day brings new developments with rising numbers 

and dire predictions. The world we live in suddenly seems upside-down. This is not 

news to any of us, but I feel obligated to acknowledge these facts in place of the 

traditional New Year letter filled with good cheer and best wishes. 

However, against this backdrop, we have one bright spot: our UUFSC 

community. As a group, we can support each other as we work our way toward better 

circumstances. Using the healing force of our community, our January 3rd online service will be a 

COVID memorial service. We will use this opportunity to acknowledge the suffering and loss that 

many have experienced worldwide, but we will also come together to support one another – 

using our interconnectedness to begin the healing process locally.  

I hope you will join us on January 3rd from 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. for this special online 

service as we launch into a new year and a new beginning.  Join the UUFSC community as we wrap 

ourselves in the warmth of each other’s company to build strength on which to base our hopes for a 

brighter New Year.     

 

In fellowship,  

 

Jeff 

 

AT THE UUFSC, OUR SERVICES REFLECT the diversity of our members' interests and the spirit of the third and 

fourth principles of Unitarian Universalism listed in the affirmation on page one. We are prepared to hear opinions 

with which we do not agree. We are prepared to hear ideas based on spiritual intuition or supernatural faith. We 

are prepared to hear the theories and provisional truths of today's physical, psychological, social, and political 

sciences. We try to maintain an ecumenical balance in our Sunday morning services. Our aim is to represent, over 

time and through differing views, the sincere beliefs and aspirations of all members of our congregation.  

We try to encourage the full participation of everyone without regard to age, class, color, differences in physical 

or mental ability, gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religious background or sexual 

orientation. 

 

 



 5 

 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  And may 2021 bring much health (we certainly need that!) and 

happiness to us all. 

As we close out 2020, a big, big thank you to Jeff and Hal for their inspired virtual Holiday 

Party on December 13! We shared memories of our personal holiday traditions, as we enjoyed 

games, music and of course delicious food!  Not only did it get us all in the Holiday spirit, but it 

also raised a lot of money for the Fellowship! 

So, as we look forward to 2021, please think of some mini-Fling events you may want to 

offer in the coming months.  These winter months will be a great time to plan some creative, 

outdoor events we can do together when the weather gets warmer.  Not only will you be raising 

money for UUFSC, but you’ll be giving us a great chance to socialize (albeit in a socially 

responsible way for now). 

These mini-Fling events are especially important since we don’t know yet whether we will 

be able to have our Spring Fling this year.  We’ll be monitoring the Covid-19 situation and will 

keep you posted! 

Meanwhile, please continue to support UUFSC through our ongoing programs: 

o Supermarket Gift Cards – contact Hal Cohen with any questions and to buy them. 

o Shop with Scrip Program – gift cards for over 750 merchants which give rebates to 

UUFSC. Contact Sue Weiner if you have any questions. 

And if you have any fundraising ideas that would benefit the Fellowship, please let any of 

us on the Stewardship Committee know (Hal Cohen, Stevie Fava, Barbara Kelly, Kelly Moore-

Finley, and Sue Weiner). 

Remember, even though we are meeting virtually at the moment, UUFSC still has ongoing 

expenses.  We count on everyone to support our beloved community! 

 

 

SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
Next Zoom Meeting: Thursday, January 14th, 2 pm (Zoom link will be sent a day ahead) 

Special Guest Speaker:  Lauren O’Brien 

UUFSC is a coalition member of the Pay Up Climate Polluters NJ campaign which supports Governor 

Murphy holding big oil accountable for their documented history of knowledge and deception regarding their 

role in climate change. Lauren will provide an overview, update progress in 2020, and discuss what the 

Biden administration may mean for polluter liability in our state. 

Website:  https://www.payupclimatepolluters.org/campaigns/new-jersey/ 
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
Minister: Rev. Mary Tiebout 

President: Jeff Wallis 

Vice-President: Marilyn Chapman 

Treasurer: Hal Cohen 

Secretary: Susan Felsen 
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