
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PROGRAM INFORMATION FOR 

NOVEMBER 2020 

FALL BACK! 

Turn your clock back one hour before 

bed on Saturday night, Oct. 31. In this 

way, you won’t be early for the Google 

Meet service on Sunday, Nov. 1. 
 

 

 

 

NOTE: Rumors to the effect that fall back night coinciding with Halloween is a sign of bad luck and dark portents are highly 

exaggerated. 
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We, the member congregations 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity 
of every person. 

 Justice, equity and compassion 
in human relations. 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth 
in our congregations. 

 A free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. 

 The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in 
society at large. 

 The goal of world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all.  

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Sussex County 

Nov. 1: No Human Being is Illegal follow-up—led by Jim 

Kasprzak. 

Nov. 8: Women’s Rights are Human Rights—led by Mary 

Tiebout. 

Nov. 15: Women’s Rights are Human Rights follow-up—led by 

Marilyn Chapman.  

Nov. 22: Words of Thanksgiving: A Celebration in Word and 

Song—led by members and friends of the Fellowship.    

Nov. 29: All Genders are Whole, Holy, and Good—led by Mary 

Tiebout. 

 

 

THE QUEST is the monthly newsletter of the UUFSC. For the 

most up-to-date information, visit www.uunewtonnj.org. Our 

phone number is 973-579-7210. Due to the coronavirus, there 

will be no meetings or functions of any kind in our Fellowship 

building until at least December 2020. For the time being, all 

our services will be virtual. 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES are VIRTUAL, on 

Google Meet, every Sunday from 10:30 – 11:15 

am. See all details on last page of The Quest. 

(2020) All rights reserved. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UUFSC SUPERMARKET GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

Please call or email Hal Cohen for your $50 or $100 supermarket gift cards each month. Help the 

Fellowship earn 5% of each card purchased directly from the store, at no cost to you. Thanks! 

 

 
 

  

 

DISCUSSION GROUP 

The next meeting of the UUFSC discussion group will take place at 

the Fellowship at 10 am on Friday, November 13, 2020. 

 

Our topic -- "How about that election!" 

 

At our meeting in October we considered failed national 

institutions.  The discussion focused on the anti-democratic effect 

of our nation's reliance on the electoral college to pick a President, 

and the unfairness of allocation of representation in the US Senate. 

The situation seems ironic in that the US Supreme Court decided in 

Baker v. Carr (1962) and in Reynolds v. Syms (1964) that the US 

Constitution, as amended, requires "one person-one vote." Our 

healthcare and legal systems were also mentioned, as was the role 

of free speech in the age of the internet. 

 

Bulletins continue on page 4. 

LUNCH BUNCH 

There’s a seat for everyone to join our online/on-the-phone circle on November 5th at 

12:30pm. It will be especially good to check in with each other this week! An email with 

sign-in information will be sent to our regular attendees on Nov. 1. Please let Mary know if 

you’d like to join us and don’t usually receive those messages. 
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ALONG THE PATH… 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

More than anything, I’d love to write about dogs and 

pumpkins, trees showing off their fiery colors, dahlias, 

cosmos, roses, chrysanthemums and wildflowers 

waving colorful petals in the late October breeze. But 

there are a few issues and events coming up in 

November that call us to turn toward things of a human 

nature that need to be measured by deep reflection, 

kneaded in thoughtful conversation, and reshaped by 

meaningful action.  

 

November brings Election Day and its aftermath, 

changes and cases at the US Supreme Court, and a 

further surge in coronavirus cases. At UUFSC we’ll 

regroup every week with our Sunday services centered 

on topics from our banner, with one Sunday service 

devoted to Thanksgiving. We’ll carry on with our other 

discussions and meetings and stay in touch with each 

other in a variety of ways. The UU Service Committee’s 

Guest at Your Table program begins later this month 

and the UU FaithAction NJ Fall Issues Conference will 

take place online on Saturday, Nov. 7 (see 

announcement regarding registration). I’ve been invited 

to provide opening words, addressing this year’s FaithAction theme of Youth and Justice and 

speaking about possible legislative and advocacy issues for the year. A bonus for people who attend 

the meeting will be the opportunity to hear our own youth activist, Abigail Rabbitt, speak to the full 

gathering.  

 

Also in November, we will begin offering online discussion groups regarding the UU 8th Principle 

Project which Jeff introduced in his address in September. As a congregation, we’ll hold monthly 

conversations around issues related to racial justice, and the proposed 8th Principle (see the 

announcement for more information and the proposed schedule). 

 

Oh, yes, and then there’s Thanksgiving, which, for many, will be a smaller gathering or a day to 

reflect quietly on what feeds our souls, what brings beauty and goodness to our lives, even if it’s a 

small moment, observing a tree, a bird, a flower, or something larger – an act of human kindness or 

courage that gives us hope. 

 

With my greatest admiration and gratitude for everything you do for our fellowship and for each 

other, I wish for us all a peaceful, purposeful November, overflowing with happiness and thanks 

when Thanksgiving Day comes around! 

 

All blessings, 

 

Mary 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

(continued) 

 

UUFSC 8TH PRINCIPLE PROJECT 

Beginning in November, we’ll hold monthly sessions related to the proposed UUA 8th Principle. 

Initially, we’ll talk about how issues and events around race, white supremacy and caste, in our 

families, communities and the world, touched us on a personal or spiritual level. A more detailed 

message with sign-up information will be sent to everyone in early November. We’ll be offering 

two meeting times for each topic so participants can choose which one works with their schedules. 

Our November dates will be Tues., Nov. 17th, 10:00 a.m., and Sat., Nov. 21, at 10 a.m. We’ll meet 

for an hour. If you’d like to participate, and neither of these times works, please let Mary Tiebout, 

Dennis Augustus, or Susan Felsen, our project leaders, know, and we’ll see what we can arrange. In 

the meantime, for more information about the UUA 8th Principle Project, visit 

https://www.8thprincipleuu.org/. And a preview for December – we’ll discuss The Autobiography 

of Malcolm X, by Alex Haley and Malcolm X, published in 1965.  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

Dear UUFSC Friends,  

 

These past 8 months have been difficult, not the least of which is that we had to 

forego our in-person Sunday gathering.  I do miss that incredibly.  However, our 

online services have made it possible for us to maintain our connections as a 

community.  I look forward to seeing your faces and/or hearing your voices each 

week; it helps to know you are safe and well, despite our forced 

separation.  How we meet as a fellowship may have changed, but who we as a 

fellowship has not—or not to any great extent, at least. (Yes, we’re getting older, 

but who isn’t.)  We as a fellowship continue to have a lot to be thankful for.   

As we enter this season of thanksgiving, I want to continue a small tradition--

that of sharing a letter that I wrote in 2011 for the November Quest during my 

first turn as UUFSC president.  In recognition of what has befallen us through 

the COVID pandemic, I planned on editing the letter to reflect the differences 

that have occurred in how we meet and what we do. However, on second reflection, I thought, NO 

we are still the community described.  Prior to March, we met for many months in-person. More 

importantly, I know that we will resume our in-person gathering sometime in 2021.  So, without 

adapting the letter to the present moment, I unapologetically present it as originally written.  I find 

that my sentiments remain the same, if not stronger. The holiday season is a perfect time to express 

appreciation to all who make this Fellowship what it is—COVID or not. Therefore, I would like to 

re-say the following:   

 

Thank you to those who create our Sunday services and feed our souls. 

Thank you to those who read, speak, present, and/or play music and feed us intellectually and spiritually.  

Thank you to those who bring delicious food and feed our tummies at coffee hours and soup and sandwich 

Sundays (yes, they will return!). 

Thank you to those who keep us on our toes by organizing and informing us. 

Thank you to those who chair and/or serve on a committee and keep us focused on matters of importance. 

Thank you to those who quietly serve through anonymous acts of generosity to the Fellowship. 

Thank you to those who provide leadership through membership on the governing boards. 

Thank you to those who keep our building and grounds repaired, safe, and beautiful. 

Thank you to those members and friends of long standing who remind us of who we are and from where we 

come.  

Thank you to those who organize our many educational, social, and fundraising events. 

Thank you to those who attend and support our many educational, social, and fundraising events. 

Thank you to those who quietly serve through anonymous acts of thoughtfulness to our members and friends. 

Thank you to those who take responsibility to educate our children about the values of UU. 

And most importantly, THANK YOU to all of you who form this wonderful UUFSC community!   

 

With heartfelt thanks and best wishes for a safe and joyful holiday season, 

 

 

Jeff 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

UUFSC still needs to pay expenses, despite the fact that we are not meeting in person. 

 

Here are three ways you can help: 

 

1. Supermarket Gift Cards This highly successful program gives UUFSC $5 for every $100 card 

you buy.  We typically raise $1500-$1700/year, but we need your participation!  Contact Hal Cohen 

(See Contact List). 

 

2. Our new ShopWithScrip Program. This exciting new program provides rebates to UUFSC of 

up to 13% when you purchase gift cards from over 750 merchants!  Check it out in the article in the 

September Quest or at ShopWithScrip.com.  Questions?  Contact Sue Weiner or Hal Cohen.  

Note: If you are shopping on Amazon, it is better to do it through ShopWithScrip, where 

Amazon gives a 2.25% rebate to UUFSC, rather than to do it through our existing 

Amazon Smile program, which only gives a 0.5% rebate. But ShopWithScrip requires you 

to buy a gift card for your purchase, so if you prefer to use AmazonSmile, that’s fine too.   

 

3. Mini-Fling Events: With the holidays coming up, be creative in offering events, items or 

services! Contact Sue Weiner (see contact list) and she will publicize your offering. Some ideas 

might be: 

1. A virtual/Zoom Christmas caroling event 

2. A craft item that you would make that would be a nice holiday gift 

3. A tray of holiday cookies/baked goods 

 

What creative ideas can you come up with?  
 

 

The Twelve Tastes of Christmas 

A Virtual Cocktail Party to Go! 
Join Hal and Jeff and your UUFSC friends in a holiday 

celebration—in the time of COVID.  Twelve festive cocktail 

party treats (e.g., Prosciutto Wrapped Asparagus, Sweet Potato 

Cakes w/ Sour Cream, Cranberry Meatballs, Salmon 

Pinwheels, Cookies and Sweets) will be packaged for easy 

take out. Pick up your gift bag of food (*) at the Fellowship 

any time between 3:00-4:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 13, 

and then go home and join the fun online. There will be music, 

games, and a lot of holiday spirit.  Everyone will provide their own drinks.       

(*) - Food will not require immediate refrigeration but can be refrigerated for later consumption 

within 2-3 days.  Special arrangements can be made for those who are unable to get to the 

Fellowship to pick up their goodies. 

HOLIDAY FLING EVENT 

Hosted by Jeff and Hal  

Sunday, December 13, 2020 

Online Party 5:00-6:30 p.m. 

Food Pick-up at Fellowship 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

Donation:  $50.00 
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 
Next Zoom Meeting:  December 10th, 2 pm - 2:40pm.  We hope that a celebration will be in order! 

 

VOTE: November 3rd is Election Day!  Please remember to mail in your ballot or visit your 

polling place on November 3rd to fill out a provisional ballot.  Thank you to the members who have 

already voted and to those who have been involved in making Election Day a safe, fair and accurate 

Democratic process. 

 

REGISTER:   Highlighting Gun Violence Prevention, the UUFA Fall Conference is on Saturday, 

November 7th, 10 am to 2:00 pm via Zoom. The conference theme is "Youth and Justice" and 

features two keynote speakers, Kelly Sampson, author of "The Right Not To Be Shot: . ." and Jai 

Patel, gun violence survivor.  This event is free and when registering 

at:  https://uufaithactionnj.salsalabs.org/2020issuesconference/index.html  you will be asked which 

break out session that you would like to attend.  The choices are Youth, Gun Violence Prevention, 

Criminal Justice, Reproductive Justice, Immigration Justice and Environmental Justice. 

 

MORE GOOD NEWS: Your calls to the Governor have worked!  NJ Transit is shelving their plan 

to build a 140 MW fracked gas power plant in the Kearny Meadowlands, and will instead move 

forward with a renewable energy alternative for public transit resiliency!  Emails to halt Fossil 

Fuels Projects have replaced calls at this time and thanks to the Governor are in order.  This is the 

email I used from Empower NJ via Action Network: https://www.bit.ly/moratoriummonday   

instead of calling and wrote a thank you. 

 

FOOD AND WATER WATCH recommends emailing the governor at:  

 https://www.nj.gov/governor/contact/all 

 

MILESTONES 
 

Liam McQueeny 
is turning 

six years old on 

November 11! 
 

Happy birthday, 

Liam!  
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2020 

 
On Sunday, November 22, we will begin our annual "Guest at Your Table" collection to support the 

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s work to advance human rights in the United States and 

around the globe. This year’s theme is “The Meaning of Home.”   UUSC works in more than 20 

countries, with over 60 grassroots partners. Its partners in Central America are working to make 

sure no one is forced to flee their home due to violence or economic devastation. Its partners in 

Alaska, Louisiana, and the Pacific are fighting for their homes and ancestral lands against the 

ravages of extractive industries and climate change. Its partners in Burma, Bangladesh, and beyond 

are working tirelessly to support the rights of the Rohingya ethnic minority of Burma after facing 

government-backed genocide in their homeland. (See Contact List for Jeri’s home address.) 

 

This year the UUSC has set up a special donation webpage specifically for our Fellowship. Just go 

to https://donate.uusc.org/UUFSC to donate online using a credit or 

debit card or PayPal. Just click the DONATE button. (Don’t choose 

Join a Team.) For those who prefer to contribute by check, please mail 

your check before January 1 to our Guest at Your Table Coordinator 

Jeri Doherty. Checks should be made out to UUSC (NOT UUFSC). 

 

Contributions of any amount qualify for membership in UUSC. As 

a member, you join a community of over 40,000 supporters who share 

your principles and passion for justice. Gifts of $150 or more from a 

family or individual will be doubled through a matching grant 

from the UU Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, N.Y. 

 

As UU’s, we can all be extremely proud of this amazing international service organization which is 

widely recognized around the globe. As members of this Fellowship, we can take particular pride in 

our history of outstanding support for UUSC. We raised $1500 for UUSC last year and the year 

before.  Let’s try to equal or surpass that amount this year. There is so much need in the world! 
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
Minister: Rev. Mary Tiebout 

Dir. of Religious Education: Lauren Jones-Rabbitt  

President: Jeff Wallis 

Vice-President: Marilyn Chapman 

Treasurer: Hal Cohen 

Secretary: Susan Felsen 

QUEST Editors: Richard Goffman, Susan Weiner 

 

UUFSC SUNDAY SERVICE INFORMATION 

10:30-11:15 am 

Weekly on Sunday 

 

JOIN OUR VIRTUAL GATHERING 

with GOOGLE MEET: 

meet.google.com/kww-ugyh-spj 
Or join by phone: 

(US) +1 413-679-2794 PIN: 139 523 137# 
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