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We, the member congregations 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity 
of every person. 

 Justice, equity and compassion 
in human relations. 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth 
in our congregations. 

 A free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. 

 The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in 
society at large. 

 The goal of world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all.  

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Sussex County 

April 4: Liberation. The theme of liberation is woven into the Passover 

and Easter stories. We begin here, again, seeking a new human story for 

our time while we face the ongoing challenge of transformation. Led by 

Rev. Mary Tiebout. 

 

April 11: The 8th Principle. Join the conversation about our fellowship 

adopting the proposed 8th principle which states:  We covenant to affirm 

and promote journeying toward spiritual wholeness by building a diverse, 

multicultural beloved community by our actions that accountably 

dismantle racism and other oppressions in ourselves and our institutions. 

Lay-led by Jeff Wallis. 

 

April 18: Pictures from an Inspiration. A few notes about art inspired 

by nature, music inspired by art, and art as the language of prayer. There 

will be a chance to show images of members’ works of art inspired by 

nature. Led by Mary Tiebout. (Please let Mary know if you’d like to have 

a photo, painting or other work of art included in a brief slideshow.) 

 

April 25: Sacred Ground – Cultivating Connections Between Our Faith, 

Our Food, and Our Climate. On this last day of Earth Week (April 16th -

25th) we join together with Interfaith Power & Light's nationwide  

program to examine how our food systems contribute to injustice and to 

climate change. How does our faith tradition call us to respond through 

practical solutions? Join us for a nitty gritty look at this fragile part of  

the Earth that we daily walk upon. Lay-led by Chris Dunbar. 

 

THE QUEST is the monthly newsletter of the UUFSC. For the most up-to-date information, visit 
www.uunewtonnj.org. Our phone number is 973-579-7210. For the time being, all our services will be virtual. 

 

©2021 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 
 

 
  

SUNDAY SERVICES are VIRTUAL, on Google 

Meet, every Sunday from 10:30 – 11:15 am. JOIN  

with GOOGLE MEET: 

meet.google.com/kww-ugyh-spj 
Or join by phone: 

(US) +1 413-679-2794 PIN: 139 523 137# 
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UUFSC SUPERMARKET GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
Please call or email Hal Cohen for your $50 or $100 supermarket gift cards each month. 

Help the Fellowship earn 5% of each card purchased directly from the store, at no cost to 

you. Thanks!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APRIL HOLIDAYS 
April 1. April Fools’ Day! (You know who you are.) 

April 4. Happy Easter. 

April 13. First day of Ramadan. The ninth month of the Islamic calendar, 

Ramadan is observed by Muslims worldwide as a month of fasting, prayer, 

reflection and community. 

April 22. Happy Earth Day. The 51st annual celebration is a global event in more 

than 193 countries around the world, reminding all of us to do everything we can to 

fight the profiteering powers and primitive policies that, unchecked, would 

sacrifice our world, our health and the lives of our children. 

 

MILESTONES 
Please consider sharing your Milestones, upcoming moments and events worthy of recognition in your life 

and that of your family that will be happening between now and September. Our final issue of every 

Fellowship year is the May/June one. After that, the next is September, when we reassemble to begin again. 

Birthdays, anniversaries, graduations (big this time of year) and other benchmarks are all Milestone-worthy. 

Special accomplishments or moments worthy of taking note and sharing with the rest of the Fellowship can 

all be included and shared in the Milestones feature of The Quest.  

The deadline for the May/June issue will be April 23rd. If you have a picture that 

would make a good illustration for your Milestone, please send it along. 

 

April 23, 1564. Happy birthday, William Shakespeare, who would be 457 years 

old today, if only he had not passed away on his own birthday in 1616. 

April 23, 1616. See above.  

FUN FACT Because the Muslim calendar year is shorter 

than the Gregorian calendar year, Ramadan begins 10–12 

days earlier each year, allowing it to fall in every 

season throughout a 33-year cycle. Ramadan lasts from 

Monday, April 12 to Tuesday, May 11 in 2021. (Dates are 

dependent on the appearance of the crescent moon and 

may vary across countries.) 
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ALONG THE PATH… 
 

Dear Friends, 

After a lovely afternoon with my parents yesterday, which was March 

22, I arrived home to see that there had been a phone call from my 

doctor’s office, but no message. I called and after a few minutes, 

someone named Michelle asked me if I had gotten or would like to 

get the vaccine. How nice! A 15-minute drive to Doylestown would 

be much easier than the hour-plus ride to Moorestown, NJ, where I 

was scheduled to go at 4:30 this Friday. After making my new 

appointment for tomorrow morning, I called the 888 number in NJ to cancel my Friday appointment. Having 

been on hold for 32 minutes when I scheduled it, I waited… for 79 minutes with the phone on speaker so I 

could feed our dog, make my supper, and do a few chores. But I did not turn on the news. 

A meeting of Moms Demand Action, NJ and the UU FaithAction NJ Gun Violence Task Force was 

scheduled for 7:30pm. It’s time to address this national crisis of gun violence and make better laws in New 

Jersey. Last week’s shootings in Atlanta, where the 8 victims included 6 Asian-American women, were 

motivated by anti-Asian and misogynistic hate, and, it appears, by religious teachings about human sexuality 

that could not be tempered by a young man who was having issues of spiritual and mental health. Senator 

Raphael Warnock points out that lawmakers in Georgia are trying to restrict voters’ access to the ballot, 

while maintaining laws that provide greater access to guns. 

I got my computer ready to log on. When the link didn’t work, I went to the Moms Demand Action 

Facebook page and saw that there had been a shooting at a supermarket in Boulder, Colorado. I turned on the 

news. I sent an email to my friend, Julie, an artist, who lives 10 miles away. It took three more hours to learn 

how bad it was. Ten people. Senator Murphy said, “This is the time we must make our stand.” 

Our beautiful weeping cherry tree will soon blossom as it did in the photo above. A time to laugh, a time to 

weep. A time to make a stand. 

With prayers that we can continue to work together with other faith partners to change our world for the 

common good, and with gratitude for all you do to make new life and beauty come alive, I wish you all 

blessings for health, hope and fulfillment in the much longed-for days of spring.  

Mary T. 

 

 

 
 

Don’t forget our SHOPWITHSCRIP gift card program. UUFSC gets rebates of up to 

13% on gift cards from more than 750 well-known merchants.  

If you have questions, please contact Sue Weiner, or Hal Cohen if Sue isn’t available. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear members and friends,  

At the March meeting, the Board began discussing when our fellowship might return to in-person services. 

We all supported the aspiration of reopening by the fall of 2021, but as we explored the 

topic it became apparent that there were a lot of unknowns and numerous issues to 

consider before deciding. Some of the questions voiced were: Will everyone be vaccinated 

by September? Would we allow people who are not vaccinated to attend services? Would 

we need to practice social distancing and wear masks? Will a variant virus be an issue? 

What precautions will need to be taken and what governmental requirements will need to 

be followed to reopen? Those were just a few of the questions. What looked like a simple 

decision, showed itself to be more complex.     

The Board voted to follow a recommendation from the Unitarian Universalist Association 

(UUA) and appoint a Committee on Reopening. The committee, 3-4 people, will be responsible for making 

recommendations about when, how, and under what circumstances we will reconvene at our beloved 

Fellowship. These recommendations will be made at the August Board meeting and a decision will be made 

at that time. The committee will meet numerous times during the summer. If you would be interested in 

serving on this important committee, please contact me.  

The UUA website has many resources for congregations grappling with when and how to restart in-person 

services. One resource is a list of guiding questions to consider when making the decision. I have extracted 

nine of the guiding questions and have provided them below so you can see the range of issues that the 

Committee on Reopening will 

consider.  

The constantly changing nature of 

the COVID situation makes it 

difficult to plan too far in advance. 

However, I wanted you to know our 

current thinking and to emphasize 

that we will make the decision 

about reconvening in a thoughtful 

and responsible manner. A decision 

about when to restart the RE 

program will be made after the 

decision is made about in-person 

services. 

In the meantime, if you have any 

questions or comments, please feel 

free to contact me. I hope everyone 

is well and getting their 

vaccinations!  

In fellowship,  

 

Jeff 

The following are some of the guiding questions to be considered when making the 
decision to reopen. These come from a larger document available at 
https://www.uua.org/safe/pandemics/gathering-guidance 

1. If in-person programs resume, but then guidance or circumstances change, 
who will be involved in the decision to cease or put new limitations on in-person 
gatherings? 

2. What are the trends in infection, treatment, recovery, and death in our 
immediate community? How might our resumption of in-person services 
contribute to or detract from a safer world for everyone? 

3. If we start to phase in in-person worship and programs, do we have the 
resources and volunteer capacity to offer two tracks of robust participation (in-
person and virtual) for a year or more? What might be needed to continue 
both?   

4. How are we cleaning our building, both before we return, and while we are back 
in the building? To what extent and level? Who will do it? Do we have the 
resources to do that? 

5. Would we consider screening people for symptoms before they are admitted to 
the building or might we ask people to check their own symptoms prior to 
attending any event at the fellowship? 

6. While worship and programs are taking place, who will enforce protocols 
around cleaning, facemasks, social distancing, food, and such? What kinds of 
consequences will there be for failure to engage in safe practices? Who will 
enforce them?   

7. What will be necessary to host receptions and coffee hours with food and drink 
safely? 

8. Could rental groups’ operations put the fellowship or its guests at risk? 
9. Might any of the operations of the groups that use our building pose additional 

risk to the fellowship and other users? How might those risks be minimized?  
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SOCIAL ACTION 

COMMITTEE 

This month we will be learning about the NJ Green Amendment.  Members 

will continue to update each other on issues of critical importance and calls 

to action. 

 

Google Meeting: April 8th, 2 pm. meet.google.com/kww-ugyh-spj   

Phone: 413-679-2794 PIN: 139 523 137# 

 

 

 

 

 

AT THE UUFSC, OUR SERVICES REFLECT the diversity of our members' interests and the spirit of the third and 

fourth principles of Unitarian Universalism listed in the affirmation on page one. We are prepared to hear 

opinions with which we do not agree. We are prepared to hear ideas based on spiritual intuition or 

supernatural faith. We are prepared to hear the theories and provisional truths of today's physical, 

psychological, social, and political sciences. We try to maintain an ecumenical balance in our Sunday 

morning services. Our aim is to represent, over time and through differing views, the sincere beliefs and 

aspirations of all members of our congregation.  

We try to encourage the full participation of everyone without regard to age, class, color, differences in 

physical or mental ability, gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religious 

background or sexual orientation. 
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AN ALERT FROM YOUR 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Spring is sprung!  Time to start thinking of fun Mini-Fling events! 

Not only will these events raise needed money for UUFSC (since we can’t have a Spring Fling this year), but 

they will also be a much-welcomed way of us finally being able to get together again (especially now that 

many of us have been vaccinated)! 

So, put on your thinking caps and send Sue Weiner your ideas. Complete instructions are below. 

Of course, be careful to observe NJ’s Covid-19 guidelines.  As of mid-March, they were: 

• Indoor gatherings:  Maximum 25 people 

• Outdoor gatherings Maximum 50 people 

• Both require masks (unless eating) and social distancing. 

If you have any questions, contact Sue or any other member of the Stewardship Committee: Barbara Kelly, 

Stevie Fava, Hal Cohen, Kelly Moore-Finley 

 

Detailed Mini-Fling Instructions: 
Anyone willing to organize an event will email or snail-mail Sue Weiner, with the following information: 

 

√ Description of event(s)  √ Location of event(s)  √ Date and time of event(s) 

√ Rain date and time of event(s) √ RSVP deadline   √ Maximum number of people 

√ Donation to be charged (and if there are any entrance/admission fees to be paid separately by participants) 

Sue will consolidate the calendar of proposed events and sort out any scheduling conflicts with the 

organizers. Sue will send out a monthly calendar of upcoming events to everyone.   

If you want to attend an event, you’ll contact the organizer directly to sign up, and you’ll copy Sue so she 

knows how many people are signing up. The organizer will handle all the coordination with participants and 

will collect the donation on the day of the event. Participants can either pay with a check made out to 

UUFSC, with cash, or by credit card via the website online donation portal. The organizer will then send 

individual checks, and a personal check for any cash donations, to Hal Cohen, the UUFSC Treasurer, after 

the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas for In-Person Events/Services 

• Walk at a park, a wildlife refuge, an historic 

village, or a garden. *  

• A barbecue at your home. 

• A landscape or home repair consultation. 

• Garden work. 
*Transportation to be determined by the participants’ comfort level, 

e.g., car-pooling with masks, meeting at the Fellowship and 

following each other, meeting at event. 

 

Ideas for Online Services 

• Class in computer skills, artwork, yoga, 

history, etc. 

• Discussion about your favorite topic or book. 

Suggested Donations 

• Outdoor events: $10 

• Online services: $20/hour 

• Outdoor events with lunch: $20 

• Outdoor events with dinner: $40   

 

We recommend that all events be outdoors, with 

social distancing observed. 
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
Minister: Rev. Mary Tiebout 
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