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We, the member congregations 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity 
of every person. 

 Justice, equity and compassion 
in human relations. 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth 
in our congregations. 

 A free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. 

 The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in 
society at large. 

 The goal of world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all.  

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Sussex County 

Oct. 4: Black Lives Matter -- lay-led service. 

Oct. 11: Climate Change is Real -- led by Mary Tiebout. 

Oct. 18: Climate Change is Real -- lay-led service. 

Oct. 25: No Human is Illegal -- led by Mary Tiebout. 
 

 

THE QUEST is the monthly newsletter of the 

UUFSC. For the most up-to-date information, 

please visit our website, www.uunewtonnj.org . 

©2020 All rights reserved. Our phone number is 

973-579-7210. 
 

 

 

Due to the coronavirus, there will 

be no meetings or functions of any 

kind in our Fellowship building 

until at least December 2020. For 

the time being, all our services will 

be virtual. 



 2 

BULLETIN BOARD 

 

MILESTONES 
 

Olivia Smith’s birthday is Oct. 17th. Goodbye Sugar Mountain, 

she's turning 20! 

 

Kelly and Chris Finley will be married 21 years on October 24. 
  

LUNCH BUNCH 

All are welcome to join our LUNCH BUNCH on Thursday, Oct. 1, at 12:30 pm. Sign-in 

information will be emailed to our regular attendees, but all are welcome to join us. A 

suggestion for our time together: consider reading a favorite poem or describing a piece of 

music that has meaning for you at this time. Any questions, contact Mary.  

UUFSC SUPERMARKET GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

 Even though our Fellowship building is closed, you can still buy gift cards from the Fellowship for 

StopRite, Weis and Stop & Shop for your weekly grocery shopping. There are no fees for cards 

purchased. 
 Cards are available in $50 and $100 denominations from each store. 
 The Fellowship earns 5% from the supermarket for each card you purchase. 
 To order your cards, simply call Hal Cohen or email him with your order. 
 Since it takes 3–5 business days for card orders to be received from each store, please place your 

order in advance of when you will need them. 
 Feel free to schedule recurring monthly orders, if desired. 
 Once your cards are available, Hal will contact you to schedule a convenient place and time to meet 

to deliver your cards to you and receive your payment. 
 Please make your check for the cards payable to “UUFSC”.  Cash is also accepted. 

 

AT THE UUFSC, OUR SERVICES REFLECT the diversity of our members' interests and the spirit of the third and fourth 

principles of Unitarian Universalism listed in the affirmation on page one. We are prepared to hear opinions with which we 

do not agree. We are prepared to hear ideas based on spiritual intuition or supernatural faith. We are prepared to hear the 

theories and provisional truths of today's physical, psychological, social, and political sciences. We try to maintain an 

ecumenical balance in our Sunday morning services. Our aim is to represent, over time and through differing views, the 

sincere beliefs and aspirations of all members of our congregation.  

We try to encourage the full participation of everyone without regard to age, class, color, differences in physical or mental 

ability, gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religious background or sexual orientation. 
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ALONG THE PATH… 

 

Dear Friends, 

At that point in a flight when we hear landing gear descend and see wing flaps extend, it feels 

like the plane has down-shifted, and while slowing down, that it’s gaining strength for the 

landing. If it has been a turbulent flight, if it’s windy as we make our approach, we hold our 

breath. When the wheels hit the runway and the plane’s speed decreases enough to make the turn 

toward our gate, we breathe. 

It has been a turbulent flight, and it feels like we’re just now stowing our tray tables, returning 

our seatbacks to an upright position, and preparing for landing.  

And even then it will seem like a mile-long journey to the baggage claim, a long wait for the 

shuttle bus to the parking lot, the search for the car and the drive home. Though we’re still 

moving and thinking as if we’re back in the place we left at dawn, we settle into the comfort of 

familiar things and faces. It feels good to be home after an endless day of dragging, lugging, 

hurrying, waiting, of detoured flights, the turbulence, the bumpy landing, the getting home. We 

say thanks to the winds and the wings – all that has brought us safely here so far. We breathe.  

I anticipate that October and early November will be similar. How fortunate we are to be part of 

a UU community at this time. While we respond publicly to current events, such as at the vigil 

on the Newton green in gratitude for Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s courageous trailblazing work for 

justice, we are strengthened, too, by our smaller UU gatherings, our phone calls, emails and 

visits as well as our online services and conversations. Our opening Sunday brought us into our 

sanctuary together, thanks to Jeff’s artful engineering; your thoughtful words as we poured water 

into a common bowl were like a flowing river; Jeff’s message the following week about the year 

ahead, the Sunday services and conversations about the topics named in the banner and our 

months-long exploration about whether, as a congregation, to adopt the 8th Principle, reminded 

us of the love that calls us into community and how this community gives us strength.  

Robert Frost wrote the poem, “The Master Speed,” as a wedding gift for two of his friends. He 

begins with these words:   

No speed of wind or water rushing by 

But you have speed far greater. You can climb 

Back up a stream of radiance to the sky, 

And back through history up the stream of time. 

And you were given this swiftness, not for haste 

Nor chiefly that you may go where you will, 

But in the rush of everything to waste, 

That you may have the power of standing still –  

May the beauty of autumn and the sound of the flowing 

rivers bring us to an emboldened stillness, to clearness of thought, to purposeful action, and to a 

sure-piloted landing, so together we’ll arrive at a place that feels like home. 

With love-inspired hope and deep gratitude to you all,  

 

Autumn blessings all around… 

 

Mary 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

OCTOBER 2020 

Dear members and friends,  

We are off to a great start with our online 

Sunday services. As I mentioned at the 

President’s Service in September, we will 

be using the banner that is hanging outside our Fellowship building as the 

inspiration for the content for our services for the next few months.  The 

seven issues represented on the banner are:  Black Lives Matter, climate 

change, immigration, women’s rights including reproductive justice, gender 

equality including gender identity, and love is love including marriage 

equality.   

The format for our services until December includes our minister, Mary 

Tiebout, presenting an initial introduction and discussion of the issue 

scheduled for that week (see page one), followed the next week by a lay-led service with 

readings and more discussion and reflection. Thank you to Mary for already starting us off with a 

thoughtful and important presentation on racial equality. I am looking for volunteers to lead 

some of these Sunday services.  If you would be willing to find a reading or two and lead a 

discussion on a particular topic, or any of the topics, please email me at wjwallis@aol.com  

and let me know.  I hope we can have broad participation during our Sunday programs in the 

coming months.   

Also, thank you to Mary, Susan Felsen, and Dennis Augustus for agreeing to organize and lead 

us in our education and discussion of the 8th Principle as proposed by the Unitarian Universalist 

Association (UUA).  It reads as follows: 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to 

affirm and promote: journeying toward spiritual wholeness by working to build a diverse 

multicultural Beloved Community by our actions that accountably dismantle racism and 

other oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.    

For those who did not hear my words about our Fellowship’s efforts on behalf of the 8th 

Principle, let me review a few particulars. The UUA is working its way through the decision-

making process of whether to adopt this 8th Principle or not; however, individual congregations 

have taken it upon themselves to discuss and adopt (or not), the principle as individual 

congregations. The 8th Principle came from a feeling that UUers need something that renews our 

commitment to this work, that holds ourselves accountable, and that fulfills the potential of our 

existing principles. Outside of, and in addition to, our Sunday services, we will engage in a series 

of focused discussions on the 8th Principle and the concepts presented in it. Mary, Susan, and 

Dennis have graciously and generously agreed to lead us in this endeavor. They will be in further 

communication with all of us on how we might proceed, so stay tuned for more details.      

In fellowship, 

 

Jeff 

  

To contact any person, program or event 
you see in The Quest, go to our website at 

uunewtonnj.org and click on contact us at the 
bottom of the page, or call and leave a 

message at 973-579-7210. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

for lay-led Sunday services. 
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UUFSC Social Action Committee  
Celebrate the passage of the “first in the nation’s” environmental justice bill for burdened 
communities: 
Key provisions of the NJ law: 

• Defines “overburdened communities” as those with significant non-white, 
non-English speaking or low income populations.   

• Requires major polluters seeking certain permits in overburdened 
communities to develop “Environmental Justice Impact Statements” (EJIS) 
with substantive detail, meaningful public input, and real NJDEP oversight 
including technical assistance to impacted communities.  

• Empowers NJDEP to deny or condition certain permits due to 
disproportionate impacts based on the EJIS.  

Next Meeting:   Wednesday, October 7th at 2 pm.  This is a 40 minute Zoom session. We will 
celebrate successes, update one another, share our concerns and plan for action. 
Please register for the NJ Faith Action Fall Conference and indicate which break out session 
that you would like to attend; Criminal Justice, Reproductive Justice, Gun Violence 
Prevention or Environmental Justice.  The event is free however they will ask for a 
donation when you check out. 
 
UU Faith Action Fall Conference Information and registration link:  
https://uufaithactionnj.salsalabs.org/2020issuesconference/index.html?eType=EmailBlast
Content&eId=3dcf2145-4879-4fb0-9004-3ebd8ec29346 
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With the new UUFSC ShopWithScrip gift card program, you receive the full 

value of each gift card you purchase and UUFSC earns a percentage from the 

retailer. This is similar to the benefits received under our Supermarket Gift Card 

program. Shop 750+ top brands, and UUFSC will immediately earn up to 20% on 

every gift card you buy. The percentage the Fellowship earns varies by retailer. 

 

Enrolling in Program: To get started, create an account on 

ShopWithScrip.com using our Fellowship enrollment code, 388A1C8A69253.  

Downloading App to Your Phone, after you’ve established your account: You 

can download the ShopWithScrip app, called RaiseRight, and use it to 

immediately and conveniently make gift card purchases. This is especially helpful 

if you’re in a store and want to make a purchase, but don’t have a gift card with 

you. You can order the gift card on the spot, from your phone, and immediately 

use it for your purchases. The RaiseRight app is available at the Apple or Google 

store on your phone. 

Ordering Gift Cards:  You can order gift cards and pay online, either with your 

bank account or with a credit card. 

Purchase Option 1: If your online order is for an online gift card, simply place 

the order and your gift card will be emailed to you, or anyone else you desire, 

within minutes. 

Purchase Option 2: If your online order is for a physical gift card, you’ll have 

to wait until Sue Weiner receives it and arranges to deliver it to you. How often 

Sue arranges to have cards delivered to her depends on how many have been 

ordered. 

Purchase Option 3: If you wish to avoid ordering online, you can submit your 

order to Sue, pay by check (payable to UUFSC), and mail your check to Hal 

Cohen. Sue will order the card for you and, once she has received it, make 

arrangements to deliver it to you. Again, how often Sue orders these cards 

delivered to her will depend on how many have been ordered. 

Hopefully, you can plan ahead, e.g., if you’re buying physical cards as gifts or 

using them for yourself at retailers you frequent often.  

 

Needing Help:  Please contact Sue if you have questions, or Hal if Sue isn’t 

available.  
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Thanks to all who have submitted their pledge form and made pledge donations. If you  
have not done so, please complete this form and return it to Hal Cohen as soon as possible. 

Your ongoing support of our Fellowship is greatly appreciated! 
  
 
 

  
       

     
  
 

 
 
 
 
Please complete your Dues/Pledge Form and return it to Hal Cohen as soon as possible. We 
encourage you to also pay your dues as soon as possible. You can elect to 
pay your pledge as a single, quarterly, monthly or weekly payment. 

     
 
           ANNUAL DUES/PLEDGE FORM 

                                       July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 
 

Please retain this portion for your records: 
    
Total Dues/Pledged *             $________________ 
 
*includes $50 UUA, UUCER and UU Faith Action dues for a single adult Member or 
$100 for adult Member couple that will be paid by the Fellowship on your behalf. 
 
Payment Schedule:   Annual Payment: ________     Quarterly Payment: __________ 
                                 Monthly Payment: ________        Weekly Payment: __________ 
 
 
Cut here 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   
Please return this portion to: Hal Cohen, 912 E. End Road, Newton, NJ 07860-4553, 

   or email it to him. 
      
 

UUFSC Member Name(s):   ____________________ 
 

Total Dues/Pledged *             $________________ 
 
*includes $50 UUA, UUCER and UU Faith Action dues for a single adult Member or 
$100 for adult Member couple that will be paid by the Fellowship on your behalf. 
 
Payment Schedule:   Annual Payment:  ________     Quarterly Payment: __________ 
                                  Monthly Payment: ________        Weekly Payment: __________ 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN THE UUA, UUCER and UU FAITH ACTION 
 

For the new year, the Board will be paying about $50 in dues per member to the 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA), UU Central East Region (UUCER) and 

UU Faith Action NJ on your behalf.  You will receive a copy of each edition of UU 

World Magazine and can access other programs and resources from each 

organization by going to: 

www.uua.org, www.uua.org/central-east and www.uufaithaction.org  

Please consider reimbursing the Fellowship for these dues, if possible. 



 8 

 

 

  

 
 
  

During one of my summers in graduate school, I performed with an 

opera company in Washington DC. I had the honor to perform for 

Justice Ginsburg one evening. No one knew she was coming, but when 

we found out she was in attendance we felt such a sense of pride and 

accomplishment knowing she had been there. My mother, also in the 

audience, was awestruck.  Melany Felsen 

 

“Most of the time, even when I go to sleep, I'm thinking about 

legal problems, but when I go to the opera, I'm just lost in it.”  

"Justices continue to think 

and can change. I am ever 

hopeful that if the court has 

a blind spot today, its eyes 

will be open tomorrow." 

“Fight for the things you care about, 

but do it in a way that will lead others 

to follow you.” 

“I ask no favor for my 

sex. All I ask of our 

brethren is that they take 

their feet off our necks.” 

A few words and images from the life of a 

towering American hero. 

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, 
affectionately known in the last decade of her life as 
“the notorious RBG,” whose accomplishments still 
show us light in the darkest of times. Her courage, 
her wisdom, her grace and her humor enabled her 
to rise above every corner that society tried to box 
her into.  

“Feminism is the idea that we should each 

be free to develop our own talents and not 

be held back by manmade barriers.” 
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SUNDAY SERVICE INFORMATION 
Please keep this where you can find it each Sunday. 

The link and telephone number are the same for every service. 

 

UUFSC Service 

10:30 – 11:15 am 

Weekly on Sunday 
 

Join with Google Meet 

meet.google.com/kww-ugyh-spj 
OR 

Join by phone 

2794-679-(US) +1 413  PIN: 139 523 137# 
 

 

 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY 

Minister: Rev. Mary Tiebout 

Dir. of Religious Education: Lauren Jones-Rabbitt  

President: Jeff Wallis 

Vice-President: Marilyn Chapman 

Treasurer: Hal Cohen 

Secretary: Susan Felsen 

QUEST Editors: Richard Goffman, Susan Weiner 
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