
 
 

 

 

Dec. 1 Follow the Leader: Stories of the Mentors, Coaches and Tutors 

Who Shaped Our Lives. Gary Albaugh will lead a discussion on historical 

and personal examples of a person who made a difference in our lives by 

mentoring and coaching. We will explore how these people reached out to 

develop us into the people we have become today. An open discussion and 

sharing session will follow in which the congregation may share their 

experiences of mentors making a difference. 

Dec. 8 What Do We Make of Incarnation? Some ancient religions held 

beliefs in incarnation, and some stayed away from this matter entirely. Some 

of us may wonder about the meaning of incarnation in a religious, secular, 

spiritual or physiological sense. T. S. Eliot, Denise Levertov and other 

writers, ancient and modern, add their beliefs and wisdom to our 

conversation. Led by Mary Tiebout. 

Dec. 15 NORWESCAP in Sussex County. Diana Morrison spearheads a 

number of NORWESCAP (Northwest NJ Community Action Partnership) 

projects in Sussex County. This not-for-profit corporation was established in 

1965 to serve the low-income population of Northwest New Jersey. It serves 

approximately 30,000 people a year in six counties. Diana will tell us how 

they provide vital services to the poor and disadvantaged in our county, and 

how we can help.  

Dec. 22 A Story for the Long Winter. For generations and generations, our 

ancestors have told stories at this time of year to coax, lure, urge or even 

trick the light into returning to their part of the world, in order to bring new 

possibilities and new life. A story 

from lands near or far will be told 

by Mary Tiebout. 

Dec. 29 What Experience(s) 

Influenced Your Life? What 

experience(s) influenced your 

values, your world view, your 

actions? What did they teach you? 

How do they influence your life 

now? Come prepared to share a 3-5-minute summary at our service. 

Barbara Kelly will facilitate this discussion, where we will learn from each 

other and about each other. 
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SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS 

AT 10:30 AM 
 

 

1 West Nelson St. 

Newton, NJ 07860 

973-579-7210 

CALLING BACK THE SUN 
a winter solstice celebration 

Monday, December 23 

at 4:30pm 

An hour-long participatory program 
of story, readings, candle-lighting and 
songs, followed by light refreshments. 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

http://www.uunewtonnj.org/
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DISCUSSION GROUP 

We meet again for the last time in 2019 on Friday, 

Dec. 20 at 10 am, at the Fellowship. The topic will 

be: What is the appropriate balance between our 

privacy and our public needs? 

 

In November we discussed the nature and 

ramifications of reparations. It appears that the term 

covers a wide scope of proposed compensatory, 

restorative and penitential activities. We explored 

many of them. We also talked about examples of 

reparations in history and their effects. 

 

Join us in December to discuss privacy in this age of 

ubiquitous cameras and microphones. 

TIMEBANK 
https://northwestnewjersey.timebanks.org 

Ballroom Dancing Lessons and Potluck at “Ballroom 

Magic” Sunday, Dec 1, 2019 5:30 – 8:00 pm,  

4 Franklin Lane, Sussex (Vernon Twp.), NJ. 

Please join us for a fun, lively evening. Timebank 

members Katy & Russ Fischer will be providing free 

ballroom dance lessons as part of the potluck. Katy 

studied ballet and modern dance for 12 years. She started 

teaching ballroom dancing at Arthur Murray’s over 40 

years ago, and then opened her own studio, 

ballroommagicnj.com. Russ has been teaching with Katy 

for over 25 years. 

Bring a dish to share with others.  Bring your family and 

friends. Get time credits for attending. 

We would appreciate if you could RSVP and let us know 

what dish you will be bringing. Please call Kim at 973-

903-2895 or email her at kimmlatham@gmail.com. 

 

 

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION 

The meditation group meets Mondays from 7:00 to 

7:45 pm, upstairs at the Fellowship. Stu Feldstein is 

our guide at most meetings. All are welcome.  No 

previous experience with meditation is needed, and 

it’s free of charge. For more information, contact Sally 

Sattin at smsattin@gmail.com. 

 

DUTY ROSTER 
December 2019 

 

Flowers for Center Table: 

Volunteers needed for all Sundays. 

To help prepare coffee: 

Volunteers needed for all Sundays. 

Donations of goodies and fruit  

are always welcome for Coffee Hour. 

Please see Linda Hendrixson for information. 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
On Dec. 5th at 12:30 pm, the Lunch Bunch will be 

meeting again this year at the  

Black Forest Inn. 

249 US Highway 206, Stanhope. 

973-347-3344 

Thank you to Michael Bengis for arranging this for 

us! Please contact either Barbara Kolb at 973-579-

5817-h/ 973-979-5805-c or Michael Bengis at 973-

770-4393-h if you'll be able join us. So we can give 

the restaurant an accurate head count, please let us 

know if you’re coming by Dec. 3. 

 

AT THE UUFSC, OUR SERVICES REFLECT the diversity of our members' interests and the spirit of 

the third and fourth principles of Unitarian Universalism listed in the affirmation on page one. We 

are prepared to hear opinions with which we do not agree. We are prepared to hear ideas based on 

spiritual intuition or supernatural faith. We are prepared to hear the theories and provisional truths 

of today's physical, psychological, social, and political sciences. We try to maintain an ecumenical 

balance in our Sunday morning services. Our aim is to represent, over time and through differing 

views, the sincere beliefs and aspirations of all members of our congregation.  

We try to encourage the full participation of everyone, without regard to age, class, color, 

differences in physical or mental ability, gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, 

race, religious background or sexual orientation. 

 

 

https://northwestnewjersey.timebanks.org/
https://ballroommagicnj.com/
mailto:email%20her%20at%20kimmlatham@gmail.com
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ALONG THE PATH… 
 

Dear Friends,  

Once again, we had a lively discussion group 

meeting at the Fellowship this past month, 

and with the topic of reparations, which 

touches some of us personally and all of us 

nationally, we found a range of issues that 

were worth pursuing. Thank you to all who 

participated in that conversation and to Mike 

Busche who led it.  

Just a few days after that meeting, PBS aired 

a new documentary about activist members 

of the Shinnecock Indian Nation who have 

had some success in recent years in their 

efforts to preserve and protect tribal lands, 

including ancestral burial grounds. A now well-documented lease-breaking maneuver in 1859 at the 

state level (involving forged documents) caused the native people to lose 3500 acres of tribal land, 

much of which was used by developers to build the Shinnecock Hills Golf Club and nearby mansions. 

The issue of reparations must be addressed. The burden of perpetuating lies about our past and the 

weight of debt to peoples whose lands and/or freedoms were stolen, cannot be carried much longer. In 

the US, where some reenact the myth of peaceful, humble Pilgrims welcoming grateful Indians to their 

Thanksgiving table, where fans cheer for the Redskins, the Chiefs, the Seminoles…the Indians, where 

much of private and corporate wealth was built on the slave trade, we, the people, are beginning to 

learn, and deserve to learn, the truth about our nation’s past. 

This year’s UU Common Read is An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States, a 2014 Beacon 

Press publication written by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. Watch for news regarding the dates and topics of 

our 2020 Cabin Fever Breakfasts. Chances are, we’ll be discussing this book at one of our winter 

gatherings.  

Which leads me to thank, in advance, Lauren, Linda, and Jeff, who have offered, once again, to help 

create our magical and meaningful winter solstice celebration, which will happen on December 23 at 

4:30 pm. 

Which leads me to thank you all for enriching the life of our fellowship community with your deep 

thoughts, your warm and welcoming presence, and with the gifts you so generously share through all 

the seasons of the year. 

 

All blessings, greatest thanks… 

Mary   

  IMPORTANT NOTICE: For Fellowship closings due to inclement weather, all members and friends will 

receive an email notifying them of the closing. All closings will also be posted on our web site 

(www.uunewtonnj.org) and on our Facebook page. If you would like to receive a telephone call notifying 

you of every closing, please contact Susan Felsen, Board Secretary (sfelsen2001@yahoo.com), or Jeff 

Wallis, Board President, (wjwallis@aol.com), to be put on the call list.   

 

mailto:sfelsen2001@yahoo.com
mailto:wjwallis@aol.com
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

Dear UUFSC Friends,  

 

Although Thanksgiving has just passed, it is always time to give thanks. This 

letter is a version of one that I wrote when I was president of the Fellowship 

eight years ago, but as I reread it, I find that my sentiments remain the same, if 

not stronger.  The holiday time is a perfect time to express appreciation to all 

who make this Fellowship what it is.  Therefore, I would like to re-say the 

following:   

 

Thank you to those who create our Sunday services and feed our souls; 

Thank you to those who read, speak, present, and/or play music and feed us intellectually and 

spiritually;  

Thank you to those who bring delicious food and feed our tummies at coffee hours and soup and 

sandwich Sundays;  

Thank you to those who keep us on our toes by organizing and informing us; 

Thank you to those who chair and/or serve on a committee and keep us focused  

on matters of importance; 

Thank you to those who quietly serve through anonymous acts of generosity to the Fellowship; 

Thank you to those who provide leadership through membership on the governing boards; 

Thank you to those who keep our building and grounds repaired, safe, and beautiful; 

Thank you to those members and friends of longstanding who remind us of who we are and from 

where we come;  

Thank you to those who organize our many educational, social, and fundraising events; 

Thank you to those who attend and support our many educational, social, and  

fundraising events; 

Thank you to those who quietly serve through anonymous acts of thoughtfulness to our  

members and friends; 

Thank you to those who take responsibility to educate our children about the values of UU; 

And most importantly, THANK YOU to all of you who form this wonderful UUFSC community!   

 

With heartfelt thanks and best wishes for a safe and joyful holiday season, 

 

Jeff 

 

 
  All members and friends are invited to attend 

a UUFSC COMMUNITY RETREAT on membership 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 

10:30-1:30 

Fellowship Hall 

Sign-up sheet downstairs or email RSVP to wjwallis@aol.com. 

 

mailto:wjwallis@aol.com
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 AESTHETICS COMMITTEE. Anyone interested 

in further discussions about a small library focused mainly 

on UU Materials, please contact Sharon Pontier 

at sbp224@icloud.com 

 

 The UUFSC FAITH AND SOCIAL ACTION 
COMMITTEE, Next Meeting:  12/8, downstairs after 

service. 

Topics: Come and share how you are engaged in our 

community through social action. We will be making 

holiday cards to send to our District 24 legislators. Join us! 

Acting Chairperson: Christine Dunbar. 

At our November meeting, we wrote postcards to urge 

electrifying school buses, producing over 100 postcards 

combined with the Skylands Sierra and Sparta Democratic 

Committee. Most went to District 24 legislators Oroho, 

Wirths and Space. A huge thanks to our participants of all ages! 

Phil Schaming mentioned that he recently made a website for Manna House who, in all their years of 

service, never had one – great work getting the word out to the hungry. 

Lauren Jones-Rabbitt is the organizer for the weekly Newton Green Climate Strike which begins at 11 am 

on Fridays, including December 6th when the huge nationwide Climate Strike is scheduled. Lauren is 

liaison for the Sunrise Movement of youth fighting climate change. 

UU FaithAction NJ Task Forces that Rev. Rob Gregson spoke about are being represented by Donna 

Brady – Gun Violence, Deborah Kaiser – Immigration, and Marilyn Chapman/Christine Dunbar – 

Environmental Justice. 

 

 

 
 

 
  

Our Fellowship would not exist without 

the wonderful efforts of so many people. 

This includes those who support the 

various committees that keep our things 

running smoothly. We will be 

highlighting the work of our committees 

in this section of The Quest. Please feel 

free to submit your Committee news to 

future editions of The Quest via email: 

theQuest.editor@gmail.com. Please put 

Committee Corner in the subject line. 

mailto:sbp224@icloud.com
mailto:theQuest.editor@gmail.com
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RE Schedule: 

Sunday Dec. 1: UU Bigs -- Judaism Workshop 1: The Birth of Abrahamic Tradition 

*OPTIONAL* Tuesday Dec. 3, 6-8 pm Art Party (Making posters and art for the Dec. 6 NJ Climate 

Coalition Student Action Event) 

Sunday Dec. 8: UU Bigs -- Judaism 

Workshop 2: People of the Law. 

Optional after service: Holiday Cards 

to Legislators-UU FaithAction  

Sunday Dec. 15th: UU Littles -- 

“This Little Light of Mine” (Board 

Game Cafe for the Bigs) Mitten Tree Celebration 

Sunday Dec. 22: UU Littles-- Holiday Light Stories with drum making 

Monday Dec. 23: UU Solstice Celebration, 4:30 pm.  

Sunday Dec. 29: RE Holiday Party: Come one, come all! Please bring your favorite holiday book and 

a sweet or savory treat to share.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Service,  

Lauren Jones-Rabbitt 
 

 

 

  

THIS MONTH IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

O Hidden Life, vibrant in every atom; 
O Hidden Light, shining in every creature; 
O Hidden Love, embracing all in Oneness; 
May all who feel themselves as one with Thee, 
Know they are therefore one with every 
other.                                       Annie Besant 
 

Please remember that Sunday December 

15 will be the last day for Mitten Tree 

donations (mittens, hats, scarves, and toys, 

etc.) I will collect and deliver to Project 

Self-Sufficiency the following week. 

Also remember that we Strike Every 

Friday for Climate Justice. Join us from 

11-12, if you are able. 
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Everything You Need to Know About  

Our First-Ever Holiday Shoppe 

On December 7! 

 

WHAT WE WANT TO ACCOMPLISH: 

Raise funds 

Recycle decorations and like-new gifts 

Offer terrific baked goods  

Provide a selection of cards made by our UUFSC Kids 

Have fun 

WHAT WE NEED: 

Publicity (post flyers,* tell friends, etc.) 

Items to offer (baked goods, decorations, like-new gifts, stocking stuffers, trinkets) 

Folks to set up for the sale (Thursday, December 5, and Saturday, December 6--see 

below for hours) 

Salespeople at the Holiday Shoppe (Saturday, December 7) 

Buyers! 

Clean-up crew (3:30 to 4:30 on Saturday, December 7) 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Sign up at the Fellowship or call Sally Sattin 973-809-6712 or Stevie Fava 973-786-

5899. 

Sale is SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 9 AM TO 4 PM (volunteer to work for all or 

part). 

Set-up, including pricing, is Thursday, December 5, 10-2, and Friday, December 6, 10-

whenever finished. 

 

Items may be brought to Sunday services or dropped off any time during the set-up 

hours shown above.  

Thanks so much.  It will take a Fellowship! 

 

Ho! Ho! Ho! 

 

*Flyer on next page  
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mailto:chrisdunbar458@gmail.com
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