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We, the member congregations 
of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association, covenant to affirm 
and promote: 
 

 The inherent worth and dignity 
of every person. 

 Justice, equity and compassion 
in human relations. 

 Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth 
in our congregations. 

 A free and responsible search 
for truth and meaning. 

 The right of conscience and the 
use of the democratic process 
within our congregations and in 
society at large. 

 The goal of world community 
with peace, liberty, and justice for 
all.  

 Respect for the interdependent 
web of all existence of which we 
are a part.  

PROGRAM INFORMATION FOR SEPTEMBER 

SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS 
AT 10:30 AM 
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September 9. Ingathering and Water Ceremony. With our 

traditional intergenerational ingathering Sunday celebration, we 

begin a new fellowship year. The children will be with us upstairs for 

part of the service and downstairs for their own ingathering activities. 

Remember to bring a small container of water from your travels, from 

your home or from another meaningful source for our water 

ceremony. The offering at this service will be shared with Family 

Promise. (See page 7.) Led by Mary Tiebout and Lauren Jones-

Rabbitt. 

September 16. The Not-So-Radical Idea of Peace. NJ Peace Action 

would like to acknowledge our fellowship as a Peace Site. What does 

that mean? What does our fellowship do to warrant this honor? What 

more can we do? From this time forward, the fellowship shall be 

known as the "Joan and Norton Karp Peace Site." What we do to 

forward those ideals is up to us. Led by Heather Tilton Benoit. 

Program host: Brian Doherty. 

September 23. Unitarian Universalism: The Spiritual Side of Power. 

At this year’s General Assembly, UUA president, The Rev. Susan 

Frederick-Grey, claimed that “this is no time for a casual faith.” This 

is big. The kind of power required to weather or heal our own and the 

world’s deepest troubles resides, not in separation, but in connection 

to people, to other beings, to the whole world, to life. Led by Mary 

Tiebout.  

September 30. Literacy for All. The goal of Literacy New Jersey is for 

all adults to have the opportunity to read, write and communicate 

effectively. They train volunteer tutors to help adult learners and 

support a network of literacy programs. Carol Wilson, program 

volunteer, will present the What, Where, When and How of tackling 

the issue of adult illiteracy.  Hear about this wonderful program and 

how you may be able to help those seeking to help themselves. 

Program host: Marilyn Chapman. 

 

 

1 West Nelson St. 
Newton, NJ 07860 

973-579-7210 

A look ahead…. Oct. 14: Political Asylum. A Cameroonian 

refugee who fled Boko Haram tells her story. Hosted by 

Marilyn Chapman. Oct. 28: This I Believe: Statements of 

personal philosophies and ethics. Led by Jeff Wallis. 

http://www.uunewtonnj.com/


 2 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The UUFSC Discussion Group meets 

again on Friday, September 21, 2018, 

to consider “Patriotism, nationalism, 

tribe and group identity.” 

We skipped our July meeting, but 

made up for it in August with a lively 

discussion of “What does it mean to 

be a ‘conservative?’ A ‘liberal?’ A 

‘progressive?’ A ‘radical?’” 

Please join us at the Fellowship on 

September 21 – the last full day of 

summer. Bring a friend. 

 

The UUFSC Art Gallery will begin again with a Water 

Theme. Paintings, collages, drawings, photos and 

sculpture relating to water and our environment are 

welcomed. Artwork is being collected upstairs in the 

Gallery on September 4th and 5th beginning at 10 each 

morning.  

For more information call or email Sharon Pontier: 

sbp224@icloud.com, 973-948-4902, or cell: 862-268-

3858. 

AT THE UUFSC, OUR SERVICES REFLECT the diversity of our members' interests and the spirit of the third and fourth 

principles of Unitarian Universalism listed in the affirmation on page one. We are prepared to hear opinions 

with which we do not agree. We are prepared to hear ideas based on spiritual intuition or supernatural faith. 

We are prepared to hear the theories and provisional truths of today's physical, psychological, social, and 

political sciences. We try to maintain an ecumenical balance in our Sunday morning services. 

Our aim is to represent, over time and through differing views, the sincere beliefs and aspirations of all 

members of our congregation.  

We try to encourage the full participation of everyone, without regard to age, class, color, differences in 

physical or mental ability, gender, marital status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religious 

background or sexual orientation. 

 

The TimeBank will be having a potluck at 4 pm at 

Stokes State Forest on September 9, 2018 at the pavilion 

opposite Kittle Field. Tina Novack will be speaking about 

wilderness survival, creating shelters, collecting food 

and starting a fire. Please join us! Contact Sharon (see 

above) with any questions. 

 

UU FAITH ACTION NEWS 

 

A rally in Trenton will be held at 

10:30 am on Sept. 6th, where 

individuals and justice-seeking 

organizations will join in support 

of a bill to allow all NJ drivers to 

obtain a driver’s license, thereby 

providing identification for NJ 

residents who do not have other 

government documentation. This 

is an act of justice that is strongly 

endorsed by NJ Faith Action. 

Check the UU Faith Action 

website (www.uufaithaction.org) 

for updates on that event and for 

news of other opportunities to 

put our UU values into action in 

New Jersey. 

 

mailto:sbp224@icloud.com
http://www.uufaithaction.org/
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Along the path… 
  
Dear Friends, 

In a sense, all of us have travelled this summer, even if we’ve stayed at home. The Etymonline site offers 

this entry for the word “travel:” (v.) late 14c., "to journey," from travailen (1300) "to make a journey," 

originally "to toil, labor" (see travail). The semantic development may have been via the notion of "go on a 

difficult journey," but it also may reflect the difficulty of any journey in the Middle Ages. 

Some of our days, on the road, at home, or in transition from one home to another, feel like travail. The 

mental toil of decision-making and sorting through stuff, and through world and national news; the 

physical toil of tending to everything; and the spiritual and emotional travail of concern for loved ones 

and dealing with change, even happy change – all this can leave us seeking a place and time for 

renewal.  

Welcome back to our Fellowship! Special thanks to Sharon and members of the Aesthetics Committee 

and all other movers and painters who travailed through hot and humid days to brighten and beautify 

our two great rooms. May our building be a place of renewal for all who arrive. 

Special thanks to Lauren, who has prepared another challenging and meaningful curriculum for our RE 

classes. May we all learn from and join in their explorations of current issues of social justice, respon-

sibility and caring for our world.  

Special thanks to all who have strengthened the bonds of fellowship during the summer by staying in 

touch, by participating in Fling events, in lunches and discussions, by drumming soulfully and joyfully 

in Laura’s drum circles, by attending rallies on the Newton green and by joining in our three July 

conversations on Kafka, masterfully led by Jerry, during which we learned, laughed and wrestled with 

difficult material in a circle that welcomed questions and ideas. Great thanks to Brian, to new board 

members and all who have worked behind the scenes to prepare us for the upcoming fellowship year. 

A note of remembrance: We are saddened by the news of the death of our former long-time member, 

Peter Nadolny. Peter loved to sing, he loved his wife, Jeanne Austin, who died in early 2017, and he was 

a co-creator of many of Jeanne’s biographical portrayals. Peter participated whole-heartedly in UU 

activities in New Jersey and Vermont, led numerous programs, and was a skilled negotiator of peace 

treaties with generations of goats. Blessings and thanks, Peter, for your friendship, your delightful spirit 

and your good long life. 

With great enthusiasm and in the spirit of fellowship, I say to new friends and visitors, “Welcome,” and 

to long-time members and friends, “Welcome back.”  

 

Mary 

MISSION STATEMENT 

of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Sussex County 
We seek to nourish the spirit; 

to foster peace, justice, diversity and understanding  

in our community and the world; 

and to cherish and sustain the earth and the web of life. 
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A Letter from the President  

 

I became an admirer of Paul Lighty (1909-2005) and was greatly influenced by him when our family 

joined the Fellowship in 1985.  The following text speaks to his thoughtfulness. We as a fellowship will 

have a chance to participate in a “This I Believe” program beginning on October 28 under the 

leadership of Jeff Wallis. This is how Paul Lighty once presented his 

comments on that topic:  

Why I Am Here, by Paul Lighty 

I have long wanted to identify with others who were also looking for 
answers to those big questions which, I am sure, keep recurring with 
nagging persistence to all of us. I long ago reached sufficient maturity to 
realize that pat answers would never issue from any creed, at least not 
answers which would bear intellectual scrutiny. 

In the Unitarian-Universalist Fellowship, I have found greater satisfaction 
than in any group I have thus far met. It's not that the answers to my pent-
up flood of questions and anxieties are to be found here, neatly 
catalogued, but rather that I have found a true fellowship with others who 
are questing, as I try to do, with intellectual honesty, candor, and proper 
humility, in the knowledge of how far we all still have to go. In the end, I 

think, each of us will have enriched his own philosophies of existence by our mutual efforts, even though we 
won't have all the answers, neatly filed and classified, ready to be handed on to another generation. That 
generation will have it to do all over again, just as we are doing, and they'll be better for it! 

To me, it will have been enough if I can say that each month and year that our Fellowship continues has, 
and will, put me at greater peace with myself and with all humankind. 

 

PASSING OF A FRIEND AND ONE-TIME UUFSC PRESIDENT 

Peter R. Nadolny, of Westminster, Vt., passed away Thursday, July 21, 2018, at the Jack Byrne Palliative 

Center in New Hampshire. He and his beloved wife, Jeanne Louise Austin (deceased 2017), enjoyed a 

unique "playwright-actress" relationship, creating mono-dramas written by Peter and brought to life by 

Jeanne on many stages. 

Married in 1972, in 1984 Peter and Jeanne formed HerStory Productions with a repertoire of seven one-

woman shows to present the lives of our foremothers in a dramatic and interesting manner.  Extensive 

research was required to write these plays; for example, the history of a Civil War nurse in “Cyclone in 

Calico.” Peter’s work was recognized with notable showings, such as “Duty’s Faithful Child: A Visit with 

Louisa May Alcott,” performed at L.M. Alcott’s house in Concord, Massachusetts. 

Peter and Jeanne were much admired during their time as UUFSC members for their creativity, 

energy, and wit. Peter served as president of the fellowship in 1992-93. We treasure their memory. 

 

THANKS TO THOSE WHO WORKED SO HARD THIS SUMMER 

TO BRIGHTEN OUR FELLOWSHIP HALL: 

 

Mike Busche 

Marilyn Chapman 

Wayne Daniel 

Laura Dempsey 

Christine Dunbar 

Lauren Jones-Rabbitt 

Kim Latham 

Audrey MacConnell 

Sherry Norman 

Al Onello 

Sharon Pontier 

Frederique Poulet 

Paul Wegmann 

Chris Welles

Welcome back! 

Brian 



LOVE 
 

Welcome back to the UUFSC Neighborhood, Neighbor!                       

We closed out the year in June with me encouraging all of you to see Morgan 

Neville’s film, Won’t You Be My Neighbor, about the late, great children’s 

television producer, Fred Rogers. Mister Rogers was and is a great hero of 

mine. As they did for so many children, Mister Rogers’ messages felt like they 

were made just for me; as if his words were meant especially for my ears and 

my young heart. Those messages of love, acceptance, learning through play, 

and taking care of ourselves and one another harmonize exquisitely with our 

UU principled worldview. In preparation for the film to come out and after 

watching the documentary on PBS, Mister Rogers, It’s You I Like, this summer I 

have devoured everything I could get my hands on concerning Fred Rogers. I 

did this in order to come up with a curriculum for our 2018-19 RE year. I found 

that Mister Rogers is exactly what our children need and keeping his mission 

of kindness and radical love going is exactly what our world needs. So, without further fanfare, I 

present UUFSC’s new curriculum… 

“It’s You I Like” Exploring our First Principle: The Inherent Worth and Dignity of Every Person. 

Learning about Civil and Human Rights through a Mister Rogers lens, focused on emotional 

intelligence, mindfulness and kindness. 

The kids and I will spend the year using Mister Rogers’ messages as a lens 

to understand ourselves and the world. We will be watching some original 

Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood episodes, and documentaries, making 

connections to current human rights concerns (including, but not limited to, 

immigration and children, and the Black Lives Matter movement) and finding 

ways to take action. Art will be a large part of our learning, as once a month 

we will work on a puppet-making project (among others that relate to the themes we are studying) 

and will conclude with an end-of-the-year puppet show. We will also be delving more deeply into 

mindfulness, meditation, and yoga as forms of self-care. One week per month will be devoted to 

this self-care learning and practice. There is much more that we will attempt to do this year, 

including continuing our intergenerational legacy project, “Rainbows in Our Clouds,” and learning 

about different faiths with a new book that I love called A World of Faiths. We are looking forward to 

seeing all of your faces soon. Please contribute your ideas and thoughts about RE by reaching out to 

me when you are inspired. We love your help and contributions! 

RE September Sunday schedule is: 

September 9th: Our first Sunday back! We will be upstairs for our Water Service.  

September 16th: Welcome back and gratitude journals. Introduction to our new curriculum, 

brainstorming hopes for the year, photo taking, writing in our gratitude journals and a short 

meditation. Also 10am RE Committee meeting. 

September 23rd: Getting to know Mister Rogers and his ideas. 

Documentary watching and activity.  

September 30th: Maker Day: Art Project day (begin the puppet creative 

process). 

 

Mister Rogers believed that “Love is at the root of everything. Love or the 

lack of it.” My intention this year is that as a congregation we learn 

together through love, turning over every rock where love may be lacking 

and filling it with the only real thing – the truth of love, continuing Fred 

Rogers’ mission. 

We also want to thank all of you who contributed to our coin fundraising 

benefiting Heifer International and Pine Ridge Reservation. You helped 

raise $50.50 for Heifer and $126.60 for Pine Ridge! We will be continuing our 

collections this year. Please consider donating.  
It’s at the root of 

everything. 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
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Abigail Rabbitt celebrates  

her 14th time around the sun  

on September 12th! 
 

 
On July 22, 

Margot Ruth Nicolaus, 

a young woman in a hurry,  

arrived 3½ weeks early.  

Baby, mother, father, uncle   

and grandparents  

(Linda and Richard Goffman)  

are doing fine. 

 

 
After a long, illustrious  

career, Mary Redus has 

retired from teaching.  

 

 

Phil and Sue Weiner are celebrating their 

combined 150th birthday on September 

28th! (You do the math.) 

 

 

 

 

Samantha Sodora turns 19 on September 27. 

She is in her second year at Shippensburg University. 

 

 

 

 

The MILESTONES column is a place for UUFSC members and friends to share significant events in their lives and the 

lives of persons close to them. Each month, you are invited to submit birthdays, anniversaries, special achievements, 

remembrances, memorials, special concerns, and any other special events in your life. Please submit your MILESTONES 
by the 20th of the prior month to richardgoffman@gmail.com. Please put QUEST MILESTONES in the subject line. 
 

MILESTONES 
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UPDATE FROM THE UUFSC STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE  
We hope that you had a relaxing Summer.   

Stewardship Committee Focus:  We are responsible for the strategic planning and development of 

resources to support the mission and vision of UUFSC. 

Committee Members: Barbara Kelly (Chair), Hal Cohen, Kelly Moore-Finley, Sally Sattin, & Sue 

Weiner. 

As we begin the new service year, we wanted to bring you up to date on a number of matters related to 

our Committee: 

• Your Pledge:  Thanks to those who have already made their pledge to the Fellowship and begun 

or completed the process of fulfilling their pledge.  Since we are pretty much a break-even 

operation around here, your pledge is vital to enabling us to realize our mission each year.  If you 

have not made your pledge, please complete your pledge form and return it to Kelly Moore-

Finley as soon as possible.  

• Pledge Payments:  There are many ways in which you can complete your pledge, including: 

o Bringing your pledge donations to the Fellowship each Sunday 

o Mailing your donations to Kelly Moore-Finley at her home or the Fellowship 

o Making your payments online, through our e-payment service. You can access this 

service at our website, at www.uunewtonnj.org.  Simply click the “GIVING” tab. 

o Make your donation directly from your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or through 

a Charitable Gift Fund or Trust. These tax strategies could, in some cases, have tax 

advantages for you, depending upon your tax situation. You should speak to your 

financial advisor about these strategies or feel free to discuss them with Hal Cohen. 

• Amazon Smile:  Every time that you make a purchase of eligible items at Amazon.com, through 

the Smile program, the Fellowship receives 0.5% of the purchase as a donation.  There is no cost 

to you and the Fellowship receives a nice benefit.  Simply register (with the Fellowship as your 

designated charity) and make all purchases at smile.amazon.com. 

• Your Ideas are Welcome:  We are always looking for new ways to enhance the resources of the 

Fellowship or improve the work of our committee. Please let us know if you have any 

stewardship ideas that you believe would support the work of our committee. 

• Shared Offering on Sunday, September 9:   As we have done in the past, we plan on sharing 

our offering with other charitable organizations in our community and elsewhere throughout the 

year.  Our first shared offering will take place at our opening service on September 9. Half of all 

cash collected, and 100% of your donation checks to the charity, will be given to Family 

Promise of Sussex County.  Family Promise provides invaluable help to families in our 

community that are in need of food and shelter. We look forward to providing added support to 

Family Promise. 

 

Please Support Our Shared Offering on Sunday, September 9 
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Duty Roster Announcements for September 
  

Flowers for “Center Table” upstairs: Volunteers needed for Sept. 16, 23 and 30. 

Coffee Hour: Volunteers needed to help make coffee: Sept. 16, 23 and 30. 

Donations of goodies and fruit are always welcome! 

Our soup and sandwich fundraiser luncheons will begin in October. 

Sign-up sheet is downstairs.  See Linda Hendrixson in the kitchen for details. 
  

 

 

 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP 

OF SUSSEX COUNTY 
Minister: Rev. Mary Tiebout 

schoolhouse@pil.net 

Dir. of Religious Education: Lauren Jones-Rabbitt  

lauren.jonesrabbitt@gmail.com 

President: Brian Doherty 

bjd42@yahoo.com 

Vice-President: Chris Dunbar 

chrisdunbar458@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Kelly Moore-Finley 

kmoorefinley@gmail.com 

Secretary: Susan Weiner 

susanweiner01@gmail.com 

QUEST Editor: Richard Goffman 

theQUEST.editor@gmail.com 

QUEST Editatrix: Susan Weiner 

theQUEST.editor@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Gary Albaugh 

gary.l.albaugh@marist.edu 

 

mailto:chrisdunbar458@gmail.com
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