
 
 

 

 

Feb. 2 Moral Obligation Among the challenges that life offers are situations 

that require us to make choices that are not defined by laws – civic, religious or 

otherwise. For example, the choice might be to speak up or to remain silent, to 

step forward or to walk away. We don’t break a law by walking away, or do we? 

This topic applies to current political events, but it’s an old question about human 

behavior, evolution, development and society. Led by Mary Tiebout. 

Feb. 9 Con-Spiring Together to Respond to Global Warming Dr. Laurel 

Kearns has researched, published, and presented around the globe on religion and 

environmentalism for over 20 years. She has also contributed to the Oxford 

Handbook on Climate Change and Society. Recently, she appeared in our 

community, as a panelist at the Climate Change event sponsored by Sussex 

County Community College and the United Methodist Church of Newton. Her 

talk will explore questions such as “What are the communication strategies about 

global warming for environmental activists, religious groups and today’s youth?” 

and “How can we effectively work together?” An audience-directed conversation 

will follow her presentation. Program Host: Chris Dunbar. 

Feb. 16 Zen and the Art of Community Maintenance Maintaining anything is 

a lot of work. Just ask anyone in a long-term relationship, or anyone with 

children and pets, or anyone who owns a house. If we value something, we have 

to put forth effort to maintain it. A community is no different. What communities 

do you belong to? How have you maintained your connection to that 

community? What does it take to maintain our beloved Fellowship 

community? Join the continued conversation about community, how important it 

is in our lives and how we can maintain it. Led by Jeff Wallis.     

Feb. 23 W. E. B. Du Bois During his long life, which began on this date in 

1868, the paths of Dr. DuBois and Unitarian activists crossed at critical moments 

and around central issues of our nation’s history. His beliefs coincided with the 

“religious naturalists” of his day and are in harmony with our UU principles. Led 

by Mary Tiebout. 
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SUNDAY SERVICE BEGINS 

AT 10:30 AM 
 

 

1 West Nelson St. 

Newton, NJ 07860 

973-579-7210 

A LOOK AHEAD… Mar.1 American Utopias. Jeff Wallis, congregation 

president, will lead a discussion exploring the history of communes in America. 

Mar. 15 Women Who Write Are Dangerous. In a nod to women’s history 
month, this program will honor and celebrate the contributions of six amazing 

women writers and their impact on society.   
  

http://www.uunewtonnj.org/
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DISCUSSION GROUP 
On Friday, February 21, 2020, we will consider: “Was 

2019 the best year ever?”   

The question was discussed on NPR. Here's the 

link: 2019: Best Year Ever? | The Brian Lehrer Show | 

WNYC. If you start listening at about minute 14:00 in the 

online clip of the show, you will hear "Dennis from 

Newton" challenge Nicholas Kristof’s view that 2019, 

indeed, was the best year ever. 

Our January discussion on status determined, among other 

things, that status is something we give to others for 

reasons meaningful to ourselves and that the concept is 

older that humanity itself. 

Join us on February 21st.  Bring a friend. 

 

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION 

The meditation group meets Mondays from 7:00 to 7:45 

pm, upstairs at the Fellowship. Stu Feldstein is our guide at 

most meetings. All are welcome. No previous experience 

with meditation is needed, and it’s free of charge. For more 

information, contact Sally Sattin at smsattin@gmail.com. 

 

DUTY ROSTER 
FEBRUARY 2020 

Flowers for Center Table: 

Volunteers needed for all Sundays. 

Help with Coffee Hour: 

Volunteers needed for all Sundays. 

Donations of goodies and fruit are always welcome. 

Please see Linda Hendrixson if you can help. 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
We will be meeting on February 6th at 12:30 at the Old 

Crow’s Coffeehouse, 5 Lenape Rd.,  

Andover Borough     973-786-0340. 

Please contact Barbara Kolb by February 4th if you plan 

on coming. Thank you. 

973-579-5817-h     973-979-5808-c 

 

 

ART GALLERY 
A Celebration of Black History is the theme of our display 

from early January to the third week in March. Contact 

Sharon by email: sbp224@icloud.com or cell: 862-268-

3858 if you can contribute to this in any way. 

Thanks go to the many collectors of art who have shared 

their collections for the display. The masks pictured 

(below) are three fine examples of West African art now 

on display. The two on the left are from the Meude Tribe, 

Sierre Leone, and the mask on the right is from Ghana. 

Please invite those who love art and are interested in 

celebrating Black History Month to join us during coffee 

hour and view this tribute to art and history. 

 

 

NORTHWEST NEW JERSEY TIMEBANK 
northwestnewjersey.timebanks.org 

Potluck and talk on Sunday, February 9th at 5:30 pm at the 

Fellowship, Charlette Mikulka will present a talk about 

Why Is Asking For Help So Hard? 

Our timebank is designed to enable members to both give 

to others and receive from others. Yet a pattern has 

become evident that giving comes more easily than asking 

for help. What beliefs and emotions get in the way of 

mutual, balanced relationships? Timebank member and 

psychotherapist Charlette Mikulka will share with us some 

common human dynamics that shape our relationships. 

She will also offer suggestions for changing the pattern 

that keeps us from thriving 

Bring a dish to share with others. Bring your family and 

friends. Get time credits for attending! 

 

UUFSC GIFT CARD PROGRAM 

Please remember to contact 

Hal Cohen by Monday at 

10AM to purchase the 

supermarket gift cards that 

you need on the following 

Sunday. For more info see page 8. 
 

https://www.wnyc.org/story/2019-best-year-ever/
https://www.wnyc.org/story/2019-best-year-ever/
mailto:sbp224@icloud.com
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ALONG THE PATH… 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

This month, big cultural 

events take place on 

consecutive Sundays – the 

Super Bowl and the 

Academy Awards ceremony. 

I’m sure I’ll watch parts of 

both in hopes of seeing some 

evidence of human poise, 

sportsmanship, grace or 

goodness on the big stage. 

We might also see those 

qualities during the remaining hours of the impeachment 

hearings. 

Meanwhile, pulling the cameras back, we find that what 

matters in the course of human events are also and often the 

daily encounters, the shared courtesies, the underlying 

assumption that we all need to share in the heavy lift of living 

responsibly and gratefully in today’s changing and 

challenging times. Some of the most joyful moments occur when we jump up from our seats and join 

in a standing ovation at a show or concert. Standing before an inspiring or astounding collection of art 

raises our sense of being human together. The more opportunities we have, or the more prone we are to 

be appreciative, to recognize the value or gift of something we experience, the more we lift up the 

world.  

Last week, on a warm day, I saw two bald eagles in the trees on the other side of the creek and 

interrupted two women who were walking toward me and asked them if they had seen the eagles. They 

hadn’t. One said that she had wondered why they hadn’t seen any small birds. When they took out 

their phones to take photos, I asked if they would send me a photo, and when I returned to my car and 

my phone, I saw the photo (shown above) and a message, with apologies from the sender that it was 

not a great photo. I wrote back to say thank you, I could see the eagles, and to say that I was happy that 

we had stood together in their grand presence. 

At our fellowship this past month we have been delighted by music and art and have found joy and 

meaning in exploring our world and being human together. In February, we will wish our dear friend, 

Toni, a happy move to Connecticut to live near her son, daughter-in-law, and her beloved 

grandchildren, and we’ll show our appreciation for all that Toni has done for and meant to our 

Fellowship. 

I wish you all moments of deep gratitude, joy, grace and peace. 

 

Mary  
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Dear members and friends,  

Thank you to all who joined our community retreat on membership last month. The 21 

attendees engaged in a productive discussion that created a number of good ideas. The 

first part of the retreat was a discussion about why people attend UUFSC. The thinking 

was that we should emphasize these issues when seeking new members because they most 

likely would be the reasons that others would want to attend.  

 

A list of 8 reasons was created. Members and friends come to UUFSC because it provides: 

 

1. A caring and welcoming community 

2. Stimulating and culturally rich programs 

3. Opportunities to take action on social justice issues 

4. A non-judgmental and inclusive environment 

5. A place for spiritual growth that is non-dogmatic and hopeful 

6. A religious education program 

7. UU principals 

8. Fun activities      

Clearly there are no surprises on this list, but I think it is spot on when describing why I personally 

come to the Fellowship. In this time of national divisiveness and technological disaffection, many are 

seeking a caring and welcoming community that provides face-to-face interaction. I’m going to 

develop and practice an elevator speech, short and to the point, that incorporates these points to share 

with neighbors, friends, and acquaintances who inquire about the Fellowship.  I encourage you to do 

the same.   

 

In fellowship, 

Jeff    

 

 
 
  

AT THE UUFSC, OUR SERVICES REFLECT the diversity of our members' 

interests and the spirit of the third and fourth principles of Unitarian 

Universalism listed in the affirmation on page one. We are prepared to hear 

opinions with which we do not agree. We are prepared to hear ideas based 

on spiritual intuition or supernatural faith. We are prepared to hear the 

theories and provisional truths of today's physical, psychological, social, 

and political sciences. We try to maintain an ecumenical balance in our 

Sunday morning services. Our aim is to represent, over time and through 

differing views, the sincere beliefs and aspirations of all members of our 

congregation.  

We try to encourage the full participation of everyone, without regard to 

age, class, color, differences in physical or mental ability, gender, marital 

status, national origin, political affiliation, race, religious background or 

sexual orientation. 
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Hello from RE! 

Our February schedule is as follows: 

2/2: The Quakers: The Lion and the Lamb (UU BIGS) 

2/9: BIGS will be upstairs for our guest speaker, Dr. Laurel 

Kearns from Drew University, who will speak 

on “Communicating About Climate Change: Implications 

for Environmental Work, Religious Groups and Today’s 

Youth.” Dr. Kearns also happens to be a Quaker. 

Participating in selected upstairs programs are integral to the 

“Wider/Stronger” part of our curriculum. The older children should make every effort to attend. 

2/16: “Love is Love is Love is Fun.” A Valentine Adventure (UU LITTLES) 

UU BIGS Board Game Café. We’ll also have a short film about the history of votes for women and its 

ties to abolition, in honor of African American History Month and in preparation for seeing March 

1st’s “Wider/Stronger” performance of Shout! upstairs. 

2/23: (UU LITTLES) “Rainbows and moonbeams: Diversity is a BIG word” Learning a very special 

song.  

In solidarity and love, 

Lauren  

Please remember to bring your loose change for our RE fundraisers benefiting Heifer and Pine Ridge 

Reservation. Every little bit helps! 

Fridays For Future Sussex County continues to meet on the Newton Green from 11-12 to strike for 

climate. Join us if you can to support our youth in their effort to raise awareness about the climate 

emergency. February begins our 6th month of striking! We are so thankful to our members and friends 

who continue to support our youth in this most important service.  

 

 

THIS MONTH IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

“Our life is love, and peace, 

and tenderness; and bearing 

one with another, and 

forgiving one another, and not 

laying accusations one against 

another; but praying one for 

another, and helping one 

another up with a tender 

hand.” – Isaac Penington 

(Quaker) 

 

L-R, Dennis Augustus, 

Sally Sattin, Deborah 

Kaiser 

Christine Dunbar (left) 

and James Rabbitt 

 

Sharon Pontier 

Abigail Rabbitt 



The Fellowship Support Committee has decided that 

it is no longer feasible or necessary for us to have a member 

greeting new guests downstairs as well as upstairs each 

Sunday. Therefore, going forward, there will only be one 

“greeter,” who will be stationed at the Welcome Table 

outside of the sanctuary.   

To assist a new guest, there is a welcome sign on the wall 

that the guest can read to guide them as they enter the 

building. Of course, if you are downstairs and see a new 

person entering the Fellowship, you should introduce 

yourself, show the person where to hang their coat and the 

location of the bathrooms, and guide them upstairs to the 

Welcome Table. 

Thanks for your support in making our Fellowship an even 

more welcoming place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FACIAL RECOGNITION SOFTWARE 

AND THE END OF PRIVACY 
An important article is recommended by Wayne Daniel. 

Every five years or so there is a technology development that will have a major impact on the way we and the 

world operate. This is such a story.  

Facial recognition software has been around for 25+ years; it has been used by the casino industry since 

the late 1990s to keep out undesirables, like card counters. The NY Times has again produced an article up to its 

decades-old standards. See: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/18/technology/clearview-privacy-facial-

recognition.html or The Secretive Company That Might End Privacy as We Know It, January 18, 2020. 

The discussion is not about how to put this genie back into the bottle and made to go away. It is here, it is real, it 

works fairly well with the current state of the art and it will work a lot better in the future. The discussion must be: 

How do we adapt both individually and as a society to the total loss of our ability to walk down the street 

anonymously. In about 2 to 5 years, anyone with the right glasses (an updated version of Google Glass) and the 

right subscription service will be able to identify – name, address, phone number, occupation, income, etc.) any 

person they meet on the street or anywhere else. This is going to have a major impact on how we all operate, and 

the way society will function. Please read the article and let me know what you think.  

Wayne Daniel 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: For Fellowship closings due to inclement weather, all members and friends will 

receive an email notifying them of the closing. All closings will also be posted on our web site 

(www.uunewtonnj.org) and on our Facebook page. If you would like to receive a telephone call notifying 

you of every closing, please contact Susan Felsen, Board Secretary (sfelsen2001@yahoo.com), or Jeff 

Wallis, Board President, (wjwallis@aol.com), to be put on the call list.   

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/18/technology/clearview-privacy-facial-recognition.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/18/technology/clearview-privacy-facial-recognition.html
mailto:sfelsen2001@yahoo.com
mailto:wjwallis@aol.com


Cabin Fever Breakfast 
 

 

Beat the winter doldrums  

with stimulating conversation  

and a warm breakfast. 
RSVP to Jeff Wallis at wjwallis@aol.com 

Saturday, March 14 

9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

UUFSC Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 

Saturday, March 14 – UUA Common Read  
The 2019-2020 UUA Common Read book, An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the 

United States, challenges readers to learn US history through a narrative that centers the 

story on the experiences and the perspectives of indigenous peoples. Written by 

indigenous scholar and activist Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, the book asks readers to 

reconsider the origin story of the United States taught to every US school child. The 

book may be bought from the UU bookstore and/or on-line. Led by Rev. Mary Tiebout.

mailto:wjwallis@aol.com


THE NEW SUPERMARKET GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
 

Effective February 1, 2020, supermarket gift cards will be sold in a different way.  Please review the 

new procedures below and contact Hal Cohen (see #4) if you have any questions. 

These new procedures are being implemented because Toni Soderholm and Alexis Tomlinson, who 

have run the program so ably for many years, will no longer be doing it. (Toni is moving to 

Connecticut and Alexis is retiring from her role.)  

These new procedures will allow us to keep the Supermarket Gift Card Program running, since it is an 

important UUFSC fundraiser, raising between $1500 to $2000 each year. 

Effective February 1, 2020, the following procedures will be implemented: 

1. We will no longer be selling gift cards at the Fellowship after services each Sunday as we have 

done in the past. 

2. Instead, we will be delivering gift cards to the Fellowship each Sunday to those who have 

placed an order for cards with Hal Cohen by the prior Monday morning at 10AM. This 

deadline is needed since it takes 3 – 4 business days to get the gift cards from each store after 

being ordered. 

3. You can establish a regular weekly, bi-weekly or monthly order, if desired. 

4. You can either call Hal at 201-988-0005 or send him an e-mail at Halcohennj@aol.com with 

(a) the type of cards you want (ShopRite, Stop & Shop or Weis), (b) the value of each card 

desired ($50 or $100 cards only) and (c) the number of cards needed. 

5. Once you place an order, please bring a check, payable to “UUFSC,” to the Fellowship the 

following Sunday to pay for your cards. Either Hal or another Gift Card Program member will 

deliver your cards to you and take your payment. Contact Hal should you desire to use a 

payment method other than a check. 

6. If you place an order by Monday and then discover that you will not be at the Fellowship the 

following Sunday, simply call Hal to make other arrangements to get your cards. 

We believe that there are several benefits to this approach.  We will monitor how things are going, 

including your comments, and will consider program adjustments should they be warranted. 

Please contact Hal with any questions.  Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

With gratitude,  

 

The UUFSC Stewardship Committee (Barbara, Hal, Kelly, Sally and Sue W).  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Halcohennj@aol.com
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Warren/Sussex County NAACP 

Scholarship Essay Contest 
To promote education, diversity and the elimination of discrimination of all types, the Warren/Sussex 

County NAACP and our generous donors are pleased to announce scholarships to be awarded to 

students enrolling/enrolled in full-time undergraduate programs for the September 2020 – June 2021 

academic year. Applicants must reside in our service area of Warren and Sussex Counties, New 

Jersey.  

Last year, the Warren/Sussex County Branch awarded six scholarships totaling $15,000. While this 

year’s number of awards and dollar figure has yet to be determined, we anticipate increases in the 

amounts awarded. 

Scholarships will be awarded based on a 450 to 550-word essay addressing the following question: 

There is ample evidence on a historical as well as a statistical basis that racism has 
negatively affected the lives and culture of citizens of the United States. In terms of 
wealth distribution, educational opportunity and quality, employment opportunity and 
value, legal rights and cultural/ethical profiles, people of color are especially affected. 
Again, this can be demonstrated in many ways from many sources, even in the 
northern and western areas of New Jersey, where there are fewer minority families 
than in other parts of the state. 

In your judgment, does racism based on color or ethnicity exist in these sections of 
New Jersey, and if so to what extent? Have you experienced it, or observed 
manifestations of it, locally? In your essay, describe the experience and its effect on 
you and/or on your community. What can we do as individuals to ameliorate it? 

Please use clear, concise language throughout your essay.  

Below are the formatting and submission requirements.  

 
• Microsoft Word 

• Arial 12-point font 

• Double line spacing 

• One-inch margin all four sides 

• Header information must include name, address, home/cell phone, email address and current 

school. 

• Please email your submission to wsnaacp@gmail.com. 

• Essays must be submitted by 11:59 PM EST, Thursday, March 5, 2020. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:wsnaacp@gmail.com
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mailto:chrisdunbar458@gmail.com
mailto:kmoorefinley@gmail.com
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